
 Judiciary & Public Safety Committee 60 Central Ave. 

  Cortland, NY  13045 

 Committee Meeting http://www.cortland-co.org 

 

 ~ Agenda ~  

Thursday, July 8, 2021 9:00 AM Board Room 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Name Present Absent Late Arrived 

Committee Chair Sandra Price     

Committee Member Christopher Newell     

Committee Member Ronald J. Van Dee     

Committee Vice-Chair  Richard Stock     

Committee Member Cathy Bischoff     

Committee Member Susan Wilson     

Committee Member Mitchel Eccleston     

MINUTES 

 Judiciary & Public Safety Committee - Committee Meeting - Jun 10, 2021 9:00 AM  

RESOLUTIONS 

Assigned Counsel 

ON MOTION OF PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 

 

Renew Agreement with Rural Law Center for Indigent Defense Appeals - Assigned Counsel 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Office of Assigned Counsel keeps records of attorney vouchers 

for assigned appeals in the county, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, Cortland County has previously contracted with the Rural Law Center of Central 

New York (“RLC) to be its exclusive provider of legal services for Cortland County appeals, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, RLC has agreed that such exclusivity will be limited to criminal appeals and no 

fewer than four family court appeals (per contractual year), providing local 18-b panel attorneys an 

opportunity to participate in the appellate panel program, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the RLC has agreed that such services shall be paid at the rate of $2,500.00 per 

appeal, not including the cost of Family Court transcripts, which the County pays for, if Cortland County 

agrees to a one year period beginning on September 1, 2021 and ending on August 31, 2023, NOW 

THEREFORE BE IT  

 

 RESOLVED, the County Administrator, upon review and approval by the County Attorney or 

designee, be and hereby is authorized to sign the agreement with the Rural Law Center of Central New 

York (“RLC”) for provision of appellate representation to indigent parties, as discussed above, for the 

period from September 1, 2021 through August 31, 2023 at the rate of $2,500.00 per appeal, AND BE IT 

FURTHER 

 

 RESOLVED, that the funds for this agreement shall be taken from Professional Services. 



A11755-54055.  

ON MOTION OF PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 

 

Abolish Keyboard Specialist/Create Information Processing Clerk - Assigned Counsel 

 

 WHEREAS, the needs of the office will be better served by abolishing one (1) full-time 

Keyboard Specialist position and creating one (1) full-time Information Processing Clerk position in the 

Assigned Counsel Office, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the Judiciary & Public Safety Committee recommends the abolition and creation of 

these positions, NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED, that one (1) position of Keyboard Specialist (Grade 5, $14.9573-$18.7442/hour, 

CSEA, competitive class, full-time 35 hours/week with benefits) be and hereby is abolished effective July 

22, 2021 at midnight, AND BE IT FURTHER 

 

 RESOLVED, that one (1) position of Information Processing Clerk (Grade 8, $16.3259-

$20.4594/hour, CSEA, competitive class, full-time 35 hours/week with benefits) be created with 

permission to fill effective July 23, 2021 at 12:01 am. 

Emergency Services/Communications 

ON MOTION OF PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 

 

Authorize Extension of Contract 091-15-New York State Department of Homeland Security - 

Department of Emergency Response and Communications 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Department of Emergency Response was awarded a grant 

through the New York State Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services for the 

installation and use of the software system called Mutualink, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature authorized a contract under Resolution No. 162-15, 

dated May 28, 2015 for the use and acceptance of the software and equipment called Mutualink, AND  

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature and the New York State Department of Homeland 

Security and Emergency Services has previously extended the original contract under resolution 278-18, 

dated July 26, 2018, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the NYS Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services has re-

authorized the grant award for a new contract ending of March 31, 2024 at no cost to the County, NOW 

THEREFORE BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Administrator, upon review and approval of the County 

Attorney or their designee, be and hereby is authorized to sign a contract extension to Contract 091-15 

authorized under Resolution No. 162-15 and 278-18 for the new time period ending March 31, 2024 with 

the New York State Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services.  

ON MOTION OF PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 4 

 

Accept Federal Government Surplus Real Property - FAA Tower Site – 3350 South Hill Road, 

Cortlandville – Department of Emergency Response and Communications 

 

 WHEREAS, the United States Government office of General Services Administration has posted 

notice of surplus determination for federal real property described as FAA McGraw RCLR site, 3350 

South Hill Road, Cortland, NY GSA Control Number: 1-U-NY-1019-AA, dated May 17, 2021, AND 



 

 WHEREAS, the United States Government office of General Services administration through the 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is offering the property at 3350 South Hill Road to 

Cortland County at no charge under the Public Benefit Conveyance for Emergency Management 

Response purposes under Title 40, United Stated Code 553, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the property at 3350 South Hill road is currently landlocked and exempt from 

property taxes so its acquisition by Cortland County will not affect the County’s property tax revenues, 

AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the United States Government has removed the radio tower and communications 

building at 3350 South Hill Road, AND  

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Department of Emergency Response and Communications has 

desired interest in obtaining the property at 3350 South Hill Road, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the acquisition of the property will greatly enhance the physical security of the 

County’s existing Cortlandville Tower site and prevent any future development on the property that may 

be detrimental to the operation of the Cortlandville Tower, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, if approved the County would have to agree that the deed for the property would 

include a covenant requiring the property to be used and maintained for emergency management response 

purposes in perpetuity, NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED, that the County Administrator, upon review and approval by the County Attorney 

or designee, be and hereby is authorized to sign a contract to execute real property acquisition documents 

with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for 3350 South Hill Road, Cortland, New 

York.  

ON MOTION OF PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 5 

 

Amend 2021 Budget to Accept 2020 Public Safety Answering Points Operations Grant and 

Authorize Agreement - Department of Emergency Response & Communications 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services 

(NYS DHSES) has awarded the Cortland County Department of Emergency Response and 

Communications a Public Safety Answering Points Operations Grant (PSAP) grant in the amount of 

$188,819, resulting in no new county costs, in support of Public Safety Answering Point operations, AND 

 

WHEREAS, the fiscal period for this grant is January 1, 2021 to December 31, 2021, NOW 

THEREFORE BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, that Cortland County Department of Emergency Response and Communications is 

hereby directed to expend the grant funds according to the stated grant guidance, AND BE IT FURTHER 

 

RESOLVED, that the 2021 budget is amended as follows: 

 

       Current  Change  Revised 

INCREASE REVENUE BUDGET: 

A302043.43306.20PSP  DHSES Grant     0              $188,819       $188,819 

 

INCREASE EXPENDITURE BUDGET: 

A30205.54048.20PSP Department Specific Expenses 0  $188,819 $188,819 

 

, AND BE IT FURTHER  



 

RESOLVED, that the County Administrator, upon review and approval by the County Attorney 

or her designee and subject to appropriation of funding, be and hereby is authorized to sign the grant 

contract with the New York State Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services at an 

amount not to exceed $188,819, AND BE IT FURTHER  

 

 RESOLVED, the director of Finance shall carryover all unused grant funds to the subsequent 

year(s) budget covered by the grant, per the approved grant agreement. 

ON MOTION OF PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 6 

 

Amend 2021 Budget to Accept 2020 Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness Grant and 

Authorize Agreement -Department of Emergency Response & Communication 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services 

(NYSDHSES) has awarded the Cortland County Department of Emergency Response and 

Communications a  Hazardous Materials Emergency Preparedness (HMEP) grant in the amount of 

$5,172, resulting in no new county costs, in support of State Hazardous Materials Emergency 

Preparedness, AND 

 

WHEREAS, the fiscal period for this grant is April 1, 2021 to July 31, 2022, NOW 

THEREFORE BE IT  

 

RESOLVED, that Cortland County Department of Emergency Response and Communications is 

hereby directed to expend the grant funds according to the stated grant guidance, AND BE IT FURTHER 

 

RESOLVED, that the 2021 budget is amended as follows: 

 

       Current  Change  Revised 

INCREASE REVENUE BUDGET: 

A341044.44305.22HMP DHSES Grant      $0              $5,172       $5,172 

 

INCREASE EXPENDITURE BUDGET: 

A34105.54048.22HMP Prog Spec Materials & Supp   $0  $5,172     $5,172 

 

, AND BE IT FURTHER  

 

  RESOLVED, that the County Administrator, upon review and approval by the County Attorney 

or their designee and subject to appropriation of funding, be and hereby is authorized to sign the grant 

contract with the New York State Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services at an 

amount not to exceed $5,172, AND BE IT FURTHER 

 

 RESOLVED, the director of Finance shall carryover all unused grant funds to the subsequent 

year(s) budget covered by the grant, per the approved grant agreement. 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

1. Probation Department Monthly Reports  

2. Assigned Counsel Monthly Activities Report  

3. July Report - Department of Emergency Response & Communications  

4. Monthly Budget Report - Coroners  

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

ADJOURNMENT 


