
 Judiciary & Public Safety Committee 60 Central Ave. 

  Cortland, NY  13045 

 Committee Meeting http://www.cortland-co.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Thursday, February 8, 2024 9:00 AM Room 302 

  1 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order at 9:02 AM by Committee Chair Sandra Price 

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Sandra Price Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Chair Present  

Christopher 

Newell 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present  

Douglas Bentley Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present  

Susan Wilson Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present  

Eugene 

Waldbauer 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Vice-Chair Excused  

Mitchel 

Eccleston 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present  

Reed Cleland Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present  

Savannah 

Hempstead 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Clerkof the Legislature Present  

Rob Corpora Cortland County, 

NY 

County Administrator Present  

Nicole Albro Cortland County, 

NY 

Probation Director Present  

Denise Bushnell Cortland County, 

NY 

Coroner Present  

Courtney 

Metcalf 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Dep. Director of Emergency 

Response & Comm. 

Present  

Scott Roman Cortland County, 

NY 

Director of Emergency Response and 

Communications 

Present  

Kayla Hardesty  Cortland County, 

NY 

Assistant Public Defender Present  

Melanie Vilardi Cortland County, 

NY 

Deputy County Administrator Present  

Trish Hansen  TLC Present  

Margaret Mellott Cortland Standard Reporter Remote  

Nicole Compton Cortland County, 

NY 

Secretary to the County Attorney Remote  

Donald Chu Cortland County, 

NY 

Resident  Remote  

Andrea Herzog Cortland County, 

NY 

Director of Finance Remote  



  2 

MINUTES 

1. Judiciary & Public Safety Committee - Committee Meeting - Jan 11, 2024 9:00 AM  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Christopher Newell, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Mitchel Eccleston, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Newell, Bentley, Wilson, Eccleston, Cleland 

EXCUSED: Eugene Waldbauer 

RESOLUTIONS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – Authorize Galvanized Steel Detention Gate Replacement Funding for Cortland 

County Jail - Sheriff's Office 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 2/13/2024 9:00 AM 

MOVER: Christopher Newell, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Reed Cleland, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Newell, Bentley, Wilson, Eccleston, Cleland 

EXCUSED: Eugene Waldbauer 

 

ON MOTION OF PRICE RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Authorize Galvanized Steel Detention Gate Replacement Funding for Cortland County Jail - 

Sheriff's Office 

 

           WHEREAS, the Cortland County Jail galvanized steel detention gate/door is in need of 

replacement; AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the 2024 Jail Budget, A31505, was not budgeted with adequate funds for the new 

replacement of the galvanized detention gate/doors; AND 

 

 WHEREAS, funds are required for the replacement of the galvanized detention gate/door at the 

jail; AND  

 

 WHEREAS, the Judiciary and Public Safety Committee recommends using the Jail Project 

Reserve fund for the replacement of the detention gate/door; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

  

 RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature be and hereby authorizes the use of the Jail 

Project Reserve for the replacement of galvanized steel detention gate with 3/8" woven rod and 3 new 

hinges at the jail; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 

 RESOLVED, the 2024 budget is hereby amended as follows: 

 

 Increase: Account Number A31505.52320 Building Improvements $20,998.00 

 

 Increase: Account Number A351100 Appropriated Reserves    $20,998.00 
 



  3 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

1. January 2024 Probation Statistics  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

2. District Attorney Monthly Statistics  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

3. Monthly Coroner Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

4. Public Defender Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

5. Assigned Counsel Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was closed at 9:14 AM 



 Judiciary & Public Safety Committee 60 Central Ave. 

  Cortland, NY  13045 

 Committee Meeting http://www.cortland-co.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Thursday, January 11, 2024 9:00 AM Room 302 

  1 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order at 9:00 AM by Committee Chair Sandra Price 

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Sandra Price Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Chair Present  

Christopher Newell Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present  

Douglas Bentley Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present  

Susan Wilson Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Excused  

Eugene Waldbauer Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Vice-Chair Excused  

Mitchel Eccleston Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present  

Reed Cleland Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present  

Kevin Fitch Cortland County, 

NY 

Chair of the Legislature Present  

Savannah 

Hempstead 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Clerkof the Legislature Present  

Rob Corpora Cortland County, 

NY 

County Administrator Present  

Nicole Albro Cortland County, 

NY 

Probation Director Present  

Anita Ribeiro Cortland County, 

NY 

Chief Assistand Public Defender Present  

Trish Hansen Cortland County, 

NY 

TLC Present  

David Butler Cortland County, 

NY 

TLC Present  

Michael Cardinale Cortland County, 

NY 

Assigned Counsel Plan 

Administrator 

Present  

Patrick Perfetti Cortland County, 

NY 

District Attorney Present  

Mark Helms Cortland County, 

NY 

Sheriff Present  

Chad Burhans Cortland County, 

NY 

Undersheriff Present  

Melanie Vilardi Cortland County, 

NY 

Deputy County Administrator Present  

Andrea Herzog Cortland County, 

NY 

Director of Finance  Present  

Scott Steve City of Cortland Mayor Present  
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  2 

Laurie Leonard Cortland County, 

NY 

Personnel Officer Present  

Ronald J. Van Dee Cortland County, 

NY 

Board Member Present  

Margaret Mellott Cortland Standard Reporter Remote  

Carlita Withers Cortland County, 

NY 

Deputy Director of Finance Remote  

Kimberly 

Biglarderi 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Deputy Clerk of the Legislature Remote  

Donald Chu Cortland County, 

NY 

Resident  Remote  

MINUTES 

1. Judiciary & Public Safety Committee - Committee Meeting - Dec 7, 2023 9:00 AM  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mitchel Eccleston, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Reed Cleland, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Newell, Bentley, Eccleston, Cleland 

EXCUSED: Susan Wilson, Eugene Waldbauer 

RESOLUTIONS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – Authorize Annual Salary Increases for Special Patrol Officers 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 1/16/2024 9:00 AM 

MOVER: Mitchel Eccleston, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Reed Cleland, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Newell, Bentley, Eccleston, Cleland 

EXCUSED: Susan Wilson, Eugene Waldbauer 

 

ON MOTION OF PRICE RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Authorize Annual Salary Increases for Special Patrol Officers 

 

 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 95-23 created two (2) part-time Special Patrol Officers (Security) 

and four (4) part-time Special Patrol Officers (School Resource Officer); AND 

 

 WHEREAS, Resolution No. 95-23 did not authorize annual salary increases for the above 

positions; AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the Judiciary and Public Safety Committee recommends that these positions receive 

annual increases as given to the County Police Association of Cortland; NOW THEREFORE BE IT  

 

 RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature hereby approves that the above positions shall 

receive an annual adjustment equal to the increase given to the County Police Association of Cortland 

effective January 1, 2024. 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – Authorize Annual Stipend for Additional Duties STOP DWI Coordinator and 

Administrative Assistant - Sheriff's Department 

1.1
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 1/16/2024 9:00 AM 

MOVER: Mitchel Eccleston, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Christopher Newell, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Newell, Bentley, Eccleston, Cleland 

EXCUSED: Susan Wilson, Eugene Waldbauer 

 

ON MOTION OF PRICE RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Authorize Annual Stipend for Additional Duties STOP DWI Coordinator and Administrative 

Assistant - Sheriff's Department 

 

 WHEREAS, the position of STOP DWI Coordinator is held by the Cortland County Sheriff; 

AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the position of Administrative Assistant to the STOP DWI Coordinator is held by 

the Sheriff’s Secretary; AND 

 

  WHEREAS, the Sheriff has been performing the duties of the county’s STOP DWI Coordinator 

without additional compensation; AND  

 

 WHEREAS, the Sheriff’s Secretary has been performing the duties of the Administrative 

Assistant to the STOP DWI Coordinator without additional compensation; AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the STOP DWI 2024 Plan submitted to the state and the Cortland County 2024 

Budget both include compensating the STOP DWI Coordinator and the STOP DWI Administrative 

Assistant for performing these duties with a $2,500 yearly stipend to the STOP DWI Coordinator 

(Sheriff)and $2,500 yearly stipend to the STOP DWI Administrative Assistant (Sheriff's Secretary), 

which would not be added to their base salary, for as long as the Sheriff and the Sheriff’s Secretary 

continue to perform STOP DWI Coordinator and Administrative Assistant duties, said stipends budgeted 

in A33155.51035, Other Compensation; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Sheriff will receive a $2,500 stipend for performing the duties of STOP 

DWI Coordinator effective January 1, 2024; AND BE IT FURTHER  

 

 RESOLVED, that the Sheriff's Secretary will receive a $2,500 stipend for performing the duties 

of Administrative Assistant to the STOP DWI Coordinator effective January 1, 2024. 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 – Abolish One Position of Assistant Public Defender/Create One Position of 

Associate Assistant Public Defender/Assistant Public Defender - Public Defender's Office 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 1/16/2024 9:00 AM 

MOVER: Christopher Newell, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Reed Cleland, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Newell, Bentley, Eccleston, Cleland 

EXCUSED: Susan Wilson, Eugene Waldbauer 

 

ON MOTION OF PRICE RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Abolish One Position of Assistant Public Defender/Create One Position of Associate Assistant 

Public Defender/Assistant Public Defender - Public Defender's Office 

 

1.1
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  4 

 WHEREAS, the needs of the agency will be better served by abolishing one (1) position of 

Assistant Public Defender and creating one (1) position of Associate Assistant Public Defender/Assistant 

Public Defender; AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the Judiciary and Public Safety Committee recommends the abolition and creation 

of these positions; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED, that one (1) position of Assistant Public Defender (Management Compensation 

Plan, Attorney Grade 2, $85,000-111,041, non-competitive class, full-time with benefits) be and hereby is 

abolished effective January 25, 2024 at midnight; AND BE IT FURTHER 

 RESOLVED, that one (1) position of Associate Assistant Public Defender/Assistant Public 

Defender  (Management  Compensation Plan, Attorney Grade 3, $85,000-$111,041, non-competitive 

class, full time, with benefits or Management Compensation Plan, Attorney Grade 2, $72,000-94,058, 

pending jurisdictional classification, fulltime with benefits) be created with approval to fill on January 26, 

2024 at 12:01 a.m. 

 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

1. December 2023 Statistics - Probation  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

2. Department of Emergency Response and Communication Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

3. December 2023 Statistics - District Attorney  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

4. Assigned Counsel Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

5. Public Defender Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

6. 2023 Death Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. EMS Issues Affecting Cortland County  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was closed at 9:52 AM 
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PROBATION STATISTICS 2024  

CRIMINAL COURT 

  Jan Feb March April May June July August Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Year 20’ 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 
On 
Probation 

338 346  350  352  342  349  345  346  349  343  342  335  340 

Reports 
Completed 

19 38  29  37  30  38  22  32  32  19  21  13  16 

 

                                                                                                                           FAMILY COURT 

 Jan Feb March April May  June July August Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Year 20’ 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 24 23 
Adult 
Probation  

23 26  26  25  24  26  23  21  21  20  21  20  22 

Youth 
Probation 

10 7  6  6  6  6  8  10  10  10  14  11  12 

PINS in 
Diversion 

34 36  37  39  39  41  42  33  33  32  29  32  31 

JD in 
Diversion 

12 7  4  6  6  5  4  1  1  0  4  5  7 

Reports 
Completed 

1 1  0  0  0  0  1  2  0  3  3  0  2 

 
TOTAL ON PROBATION ALL COURTS and receiving Diversion Services:   

2024 – Jan. 417 

2023 – Jan. 422, Feb. 423, March 438, April 417, May 427, June 422, July 410, August 413, Sept. 405, Oct. 410, Nov. 403, 412 

 

RELEASED TO ATI (Pre-trial): 
 
2024 – Jan. 85 
  
2023 – January 96, February 98, March 81, April 77, May 77, June 77, July 72, August 77, Sept. 79, Oct. 105, Nov. 92, Dec. 94 
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Jan 2023 Jan 2024 Feb 2023 Feb 2024 Mar 2023 Mar 2024 Apr 2023 Apr 2024 May 2023 May 2024 June 2023 June 2024
Fel-County & City 33 24 29 21 44 23 23
Misd City 26 28 35 32 35 28 40
Misd County 32 35 36 31 34 43 48
Violations City 4 10 5 16 13 6 2
Violations County 2 2 0 1 1 1 3
Sealed Indictments 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTALS: 97 99 105 0 101 0 127 0 101 0 116 0

Vehicle and Traffic 255 271 327 293 251 329 245
DWI's 13 11 15 12 12 7 9

July 2023 July 2024 Aug 2023 Aug 2024 Sep 2023 Sep 2024 Oct 2023 Oct 2024 Nov 2023 Nov 2024 Dec 2023 Dec 2024
Fel-County & City 24 43 25 29 29 19
Misd City 31 22 26 32 23 27
Misd County 34 45 35 35 26 37
Violations City 9 12 26 30 13 8
Violations County 3 1 6 2 3 5
Sealed Indictments 0 1 1 0 0

TOTALS: 101 0 123 0 119 0 129 0 94 0 96 0

Vehicle and Traffic 264 230 314 286 183
DWI's 12 8 6 9 15 12

2023 DA Statistics 
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Cortland County Coroner 
 

2024 Death Report 

 

January 
 Deaths-4 

    Autopsies-2 
 
 

February 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 

March 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 

April 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 
 
 

May 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 
 

June 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 
 

July 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 
 

August 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 
 
 

September 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 
 

October 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 
 
 

November 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 
 

December 
-Deaths 

-Autopsies 
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CORTLAND COUNTY ASSIGNED COUNSEL OFFICE 
CORTLAND COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING, SUITE B27 
60 CENTRAL AVENUE, CORTLAND NY 13045 
 
MICHAEL R. CARDINALE  ADMINISTRATOR 
STEPHANIE A. OLIVER  ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE ADMINISTRATOR 
GIANNA DINARDO  CASE MANAGER 
SAMANTHA PICKERT  INFORMATION PROCESSING CLERK 
ELLEN WEBB   ILS DATA OFFICER           TELEPHONE: 607-428-5459 

FACSIMILE:  607-428-5458 
E-MAIL: ACP@CORTLAND-CO.ORG 

 

2
7 After Hours 18B PD
0 Jan-24 16 14

Dec-23 4 14
Nov-23 9 9

75 Oct-23 20 4
Sep-23 22 17

Felonies 26 Aug-23 51 32
Misdemeanors 51 Jul-23 22 22
Violations 18 Jun-23 18 12
Infractions 0 May-23 20 14
Appeals 0 Apr-23 36 11
Subtotal 95 Mar-23 27 10
Total 170 Feb-23 13 6

Jan-23 19 16
11 NOT After Hours 18B PD

Jan-24 20 22
Felonies 16 Dec-23 30 27
Misdemeanors 48 Nov-23 35 16
Violations 6 Oct-23 15 64
Infractions 0 Sep-23 38 54
Appeals 0 Aug-23 17 30
Subtotal 70 Jul-23 47 19
Total 81 Jun-23 22 37

May-23 24 57
Assigned by AC 49 Apr-23 16 44
Assigned by Courts 32 Mar-23 13 62

81 Feb-23 28 53
Jan-23 37 46

3/19/2020
10/28/2020 We are expecting to receive approximately
7/14/2022 $50,377.36 from the State for the 18-b attorney
3/31/2023 rate increase within the month. The Oct-Dec 
6/30/2023 claim was amended to add additional amounts
10/1/2023 $59,879.02
12/31/2023 $64,890.66

As of 
01/25/2024 $717,158.54

Criminal Court
Family Court

TOTAL PD CASES ASSIGNED

Funds Received

Outstanding Claims for Payment

$57,021.06
$52,941.00
$160,282.95

Total
ILS HURRELL-HARRING GRANT MONEY

$124,571.92
$83,565.70

JPS MEETING - JANUARY, 2024, REPORT

PD ASSIGNMENTS

CONFLICTS

DENIALS
COUNSEL AT FIRST ARRIAGNMENT

Incomplete Application

Financially Ineligible
Case Type

Family Court
Criminal Court
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