
 AG/Planning/Environmental 60 Central Ave. 

  Cortland, NY  13045 

 Committee Meeting https://www.cortlandcountyny.gov 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Thursday, June 13, 2024 10:00 AM Room 302 

  1 

Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 10:08 AM by Committee Chair Beau Harbin 

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Sandra Price Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Beau Harbin Cortland County, NY Committee Chair Present  

Paul Heider Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Susan Wilson Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Mitchel 

Eccleston 

Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

William 

McGovern 

Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Reed Cleland Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Kevin Fitch Cortland County, NY Chair of the 

Legislature 

Present  

Savannah 

Hempstead 

Cortland County, NY Clerk of the 

Legislature 

Present  

Rob Corpora Cortland County, NY County Administrator Present  

Rebecca 

Ireland-Perry 

Cooperative Extension  Present  

Cathy Bischoff Cortland County, NY Board Member Present  

Kim Cameron Cortland County, NY Planning Board 

Member 

Present  

Margaret 

Mellott 

Cortland Standard Reporter Present  

Jessica Leet Cortland County, NY Executive 

Administrative Officer 

Present  

Christopher 

Newell 

Cortland County, NY Board Member Present  

Melanie Vilardi Cortland County, NY Deputy County 

Administrator 

Present  

Ronald J. Van 

Dee 

Cortland County, NY Board Member Late 10:25 

AM 

Mark 

Meyerhofer 

 ECC Technologies Present  

David Bottar Central New York Regional 

Planning Development Boa 

Executive Director Present  

Tracy Verrier  MRB Group Present  

Amy Buggs Cortland County, NY Grants Administrator Remote  

Brendan 

O'Bryan 

Cortland County Business 

Development Corporation 

Executive Director  Remote  

Nicole Compton Cortland County, NY Paralegal Remote  

Ashley Millard Cortland County, NY Deputy Clerk of the 

Legislature 

Remote  
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MINUTES 

1. Ag/Planning/Environmental - Committee Meeting - May 9, 2024 10:00 AM  

RESULT: APPROVED 

RESOLUTIONS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – Amend 2024 Budget/Accept New York State Operating Assistance (STOA) 

SFY 2023-24 Additional “Clean Up” Funding - New York State Department of Transportation - Planning 

Department 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 6/27/2024 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Sandra Price, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Susan Wilson, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Harbin, Heider, Wilson, Eccleston, McGovern, Cleland 

 

ON MOTION OF HARBIN RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Amend 2024 Budget/Accept New York State Operating Assistance (STOA) SFY 2023-24 Additional 

“Clean Up” Funding - New York State Department of Transportation - Planning Department 

 

 WHEREAS, the Public Transportation Bureau has sent vouchers to the New York State 

Comptroller that distributes the SFY 2023-2024 State Wide Mass Transportation Operating Assistance 

(STOA) “Clean Up” payments to the upstate formula bus systems; AND 

 

 WHEREAS, these payments distribute the remaining 2023-2024 STOA appropriation balances 

for the upstate formula bus systems; AND 

 

 WHEREAS, Cortland County has received a SFY 2023-2024 STOA “Clean-Up” payment in the 

amount of $243,205.66 from New York State Department of Transportation under the Federal Section 

511 for transit operating assistance, which will be paid to Cortland County’s public transportation 

operator, First Transit, Inc.; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

  

 RESOLVED, the 2024 budget be amended as follows:  

 

INCREASE:      CURRENT CHANGE REVISED 

 

Revenue: A563044-43589    $540,000 $243,205.66 $783,205.66 

 

Expenditure: A56305.54815    $540,000 $243,205.66 $783,205.66 
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – Authorize Agreement with New York State Department of Transportation 

Federal 5311 Federal Transit Operating Assistance Agreement Contract Number C005976 for 2023 

Operating Assistance (CRRSAA), and 2023 Operating Assistance (ARPA) – Cortland County Planning 

Department 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 6/27/2024 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Susan Wilson, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Sandra Price, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Harbin, Heider, Wilson, Eccleston, McGovern, Cleland 

 

ON MOTION OF HARBIN RESOLUTION NO.  
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Authorize Agreement with New York State Department of Transportation Federal 5311 Federal 

Transit Operating Assistance Agreement Contract Number C005976 for 2023 Operating Assistance 

(CRRSAA), and 2023 Operating Assistance (ARPA) – Cortland County Planning Department 

 

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature adopted Resolution No. 244-22, which authorized 

the County of Cortland to submit a request for the consolidated grant funds to the New York State 

Department of Transportation, pursuant Federal Section 5311, Title 49 United Stated Code, for projects(s) 

to provide public mass transportation service for fixed route and demand responsive service throughout 

the County, with limited service in contiguous counties by Transdev, Cortland County’s public 

transportation provider and the purchase of capital equipment that would consist of transportation facility, 

new buses, other equipment, that would be used by Cortland County’s public transportation provider; 

AND 

 

WHEREAS, New York State Department of Transportation has revised their Federal Transit 

Operating Assistance Agreement statewide to have a contract period of 1/1/2023-3/31/2029 for limited 

reimbursement of Project Eligible Costs actually incurred and in no event to exceed $5,068,248; AND 

 

WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Transportation is requesting a resolution to 

indicate Cortland County’s acceptance of the Federal Transit Operating Assistance Agreement under 

Contract Number C005976 to include specific PIN Numbers: 

 

PIN Number 3790.03.402 2023 Operating Assistance (ARPA) 

PIN Number 3790.04.40B 2023 Operating Assistance (CRRSAA) 

 

; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, that the total project cost is $227,857; AND BE IT FUTHER 

 

RESOLVED, that the County Administrator, upon review and approval by the County Attorney 

or designee, be and is hereby authorized to sign the New York State Department of Transportation 

Federal Transit Operating Assistance Agreement Contract C005976 for specific PIN Numbers stated 

above.  

 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 3 – Authorize County Support to the Cortland County Junior Fairgrounds for 

Infrastructure 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 6/25/2024 9:00 AM 

MOVER: Paul Heider, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Sandra Price, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Harbin, Heider, Wilson, Eccleston, McGovern, Cleland 

 

ON MOTION OF HARBIN RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Authorize County Support to the Cortland County Junior Fairgrounds for Infrastructure 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Junior Fair is a staple of the Cortland County community and 

promotes agriculture and the youth of the County; AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the Agriculture, Planning and Environmental Committee recommends supporting 

infrastructure improvements for the Cortland County Junior Fairgrounds; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

 

 RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature be and hereby authorizes the County to 

provide support in the amount of $7,000 to the Cortland County Ag Corporation for infrastructure repairs 

at the Cortland County Junior Fairgrounds; AND BE IT FURTHER 
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 RESOLVED, that the 2024 Cortland County Budget be modified as follows: 

 

INCREASE: 

 

 A87505.54815 Contracted Agencies  $7,000 

 

 A359900 Appropriated Fund Balance $7,000 

 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

1. Planning Department Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

2. SPCA Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

3. Soil & Water Conservation District Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Broadband and CNY MIP Grant Opportunity - David Bottar, Executive Director of the Central New 
York Regional Planning and Development Board  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

2. MRB Group - Cortland County Strategic Plan  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

ACTION ITEMS 

1. Committee Recommendation to Direct the County Administrator to Put Money Aside, in Addition 
to the Cooperative Extension Budget, in the 2025 Budget for the Fairgrounds in the Amount 
of $10,000  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Susan Wilson, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Reed Cleland, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Harbin, Heider, Wilson, Eccleston, McGovern, Cleland 

2. Request the  Chair of the Legislature to Hold Special Meeting in August to Discuss the 
Broadband Request and Authorize Legislator Harbin to Work with the County Administrator 
and Chair of the Finance and Administration Committee to Look at Ways of Funding the 
Broadband Request  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Beau Harbin, Committee Chair 

SECONDER: Susan Wilson, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Harbin, Heider, Wilson, Eccleston, McGovern, Cleland 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was closed at 11:16 AM 



 AG/Planning/Environmental 60 Central Ave. 

  Cortland, NY  13045 

 Committee Meeting https://www.cortlandcountyny.gov 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Thursday, May 9, 2024 10:00 AM Room 302 

  1 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Committee Chair Beau Harbin 

Attendee 

Name 

Organization Title Status Arrived Departed 

Sandra Price Cortland 

County, NY 

Committee Member Present  11:02 

AM 

Beau Harbin Cortland 

County, NY 

Committee Chair Present   

Paul Heider Cortland 

County, NY 

Committee Member Excused   

Susan Wilson Cortland 

County, NY 

Committee Member Present  11:02 

AM 

Mitchel 

Eccleston 

Cortland 

County, NY 

Committee Member Present   

William 

McGovern 

Cortland 

County, NY 

Committee Member Present   

Reed Cleland Cortland 

County, NY 

Committee Member Present   

Savannah 

Hempstead 

Cortland 

County, NY 

Clerk of the Legislature Present   

Ashley Millard Cortland 

County, NY 

Deputy Clerk of the 

Legislature 

Present   

Rob Corpora Cortland 

County, NY 

County Administrator Present   

David 

Rutherford 

Cortland 

County, NY 

Executive Director, Cornell 

Cooperative Extension 

Present   

Tiffany 

Ackerman 

Cortland 

County, NY 

Cortland County SPCA Present   

Bill Carr Cortland 

County, NY 

Cortland County SPCA Present   

Jen Gregory  Southern Tier 8 Present   

Melissa Potter Cortland 

County, NY 

Mobility Manager Present   

Jessica Leet Cortland 

County, NY 

Executive Administrative 

Officer of the Planning B 

Present   

Kim Cameron Cortland 

County, NY 

Planning Board Member Present   

Christopher 

Newell 

Cortland 

County, NY 

Board Member Present   

Amanda 

Barber 

Cortland 

County, NY 

Soil & Water Conservation 

Manager 

Present 10:02 

AM 

 

Kevin Fitch Cortland 

County, NY 

Chair of the Legislature Remote   

Donald Chu Cortland Resident Remote   
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County, NY 

Cathy Bischoff Cortland 

County, NY 

Board Member Remote   

MINUTES 

1. Ag/Planning/Environmental - Committee Meeting - Apr 11, 2024 10:00 AM  

RESULT: APPROVED 

RESOLUTIONS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – Appoint Member to the Transportation Advisory Committee 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 5/23/2024 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Sandra Price, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Susan Wilson, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Harbin, Wilson, Eccleston, McGovern, Cleland 

EXCUSED: Paul Heider 

 

ON MOTION OF HARBIN RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Appoint Member to the Transportation Advisory Committee 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution No. 289-19 authorized the formalization of the Transportation Advisory 

Committee as a Citizen’s Advisory Committee, AND  

  

WHEREAS, the Transportation Advisory Committee, as a formal subcommittee of the 

Agriculture, Planning, and Environmental Committee, will consist of a membership from a wide variety 

of community service agencies and government agencies, AND 

 

WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature approved changes to the Bylaws of the Transportation 

Advisory Committee, which include staggering terms of members, NOW THEREFORE BE IT 

 

RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature be and hereby appoints the following to the 

Transportation Advisory Committee: 

  

NAME AGENCY/CAPACITY TERM ENDING 

Beau Harbin Legislative Representative 12/31/2024 

 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – Local Law "C" of 2024, a Local Law Authorizing 12 and 13 Year Old 

Licensed Hunters to Hunt Deer with a Firearm or Crossbow During Hunting Season with the Supervision 

of an Adult Licensed Hunter 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 5/23/2024 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Mitchel Eccleston, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Reed Cleland, Committee Member 

AYES: Price, Harbin, Wilson, Eccleston, McGovern, Cleland 

EXCUSED: Paul Heider 

 

ON MOTION OF HARBIN RESOLUTION NO.  
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Local Law "C" of 2024, a Local Law Authorizing 12 and 13 Year Old Licensed Hunters to Hunt 

Deer with a Firearm or Crossbow During Hunting Season with the Supervision of an Adult 

Licensed Hunter 

 

BE IT ENACTED by the Cortland County Legislature as follows: 

 

Section 1. Legislative Intent  

 

The intent of this Local Law is to authorize Cortland County to permit 12 and 13 year old individuals to 

participate in the new and safe hunting opportunities in accordance with Environmental Conservation 

Law § 11-0935. The enacted 2021-2022 New York State Budget, included a pilot program, allowing the 

opportunity for young hunters, ages 12 and 13, to hunt deer with firearms and crossbow through 2023 if a 

county authorizes such action within their municipality. In 2023, the New York State Legislature 

extended the authorization through 2025. Cortland County is passing this local law as hunting is a valued 

tradition for many families, and this new opportunity allows experienced, adult hunters to introduce the 

value of hunting to the next generation.  Furthermore, teaching young people safe, responsible, and 

ethical hunting practices will ensure a rewarding experience for the youth, while providing quality food to 

families and contributing to important deer management population control practices. 

 

Section 2. Pilot Program Authorization  

 

Pursuant to Environmental Conservation Law, ECL 11-0935, Cortland County elects to participate in the 

temporary program to allow for young hunters, ages twelve (12) and thirteen (13) years, to hunt deer with 

a firearm, to include rifles, shotguns, and muzzle loaded firearms or crossbow through 2025. 

 

Section 3. State Requirements to Adhere Once Authorized 

 

Twelve (12) and thirteen (13) year old licensed hunters shall be allowed to hunt deer with the following 

requirements to be followed:  

 

· Twelve (12) and thirteen (13) year old licensed hunters shall be under the supervision of a 

licensed adult hunter, age 21 years or older, with a rifle, shotgun, or muzzle loading firearm in 

areas where and during the hunting season in which such firearms may be used; and  

· Twelve (12) and thirteen (13) year old licensed hunters shall be allowed to hunt deer under the 

supervision of a licensed adult hunter, age 21 years or older, with a crossbow during the times 

when other hunters may use crossbows; and  

· Supervision of a licensed adult hunter, age twenty-one (21) years or older, with at least three (3) 

years of experience who exercises dominion and control over the youth hunter at all times is 

required; and  

· All licensed twelve (12) and thirteen (13) year old hunters as well as their adult supervisors shall 

be required to wear fluorescent orange or pink clothing while engaged in hunting to an extent and 

covering so designated pursuant to the law, rules, and regulations promulgated by the State of 

New York; and 

· All licensed twelve (12) and thirteen (13) year old hunters shall remain at ground level while 

hunting deer with a crossbow, rifle, shotgun, or muzzleloader; and  

· Notwithstanding any State or Federal Law to the contrary, this local law shall not authorize the 

hunting of bear by twelve (12) and thirteen (13) year old with a firearm or crossbow. 

 

Section 4. Local Law Filing Requirements 

 

A copy of this local law shall be sent to the New York State Department of Conservation as well as the 

NYS Department of State.  
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Section 5. Severability 

 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this law, or the application thereof to 

any person, individual, corporation, firm, partnership, entity or circumstance shall be adjudged by any 

court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, 

impair, effect or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, 

sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part of this law or in its application to the person, individual, 

corporation, firm, partnership, entity or circumstance directly involved in the controversy in which such 

order or judgment shall be rendered. 

 

Section 5. Effective Date 

 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing and publication in accordance with Section 27 of 

the Municipal Home Rule.  

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. SPCA Updates  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

2. Southern Tier 8 Regional Board Update - Broadband  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

1. SPCA Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

2. Cooperative Extension Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

3. Soil & Water Conservation District Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

4. Planning Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Chair Harbin appointed himself, Paul Heider and Susan Wilson to a working group for transportation. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was closed at 11:04 AM 
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Strategic Development Plan 
 

On Time & On Budget 
 Six Public Meetings completed 
 Four Focus Group Meetings completed 
 Follow-up Homelessness meeting – Solution Focused completed 
 Data from meetings and events being digitized 
 Summit structure being drafted 
 Monday June 17th – COMMUNITY SUMMIT 

 
 
 
 

**Additional details provided at the end of report** 
 

 
 
Administration 
 CNY Regional Planning Board 

 Application resubmitted to the NYS Municipal Infrastructure Program for middle mile 
broadband build out – More information being provided soon  

Southern Tier 8  
 IRT – DOD reviewing applications 
 Sustainability Group 
 Tech Hub designation 
 CEDS 
 Opportunity Zone Collaboration 
 Work on Planning Committee Regional Strategies  
 Launch of Regional Portal - https://www.so-tier.com/  

Snowmobile Grant  
 2022 – 2023 NYS Parks Audit results received  
 Club meeting was held May 9th 
 2023 – 2024 Phase lll completed  
 2024-2025 Phase I completed 

 Education and Outreach   
 Social media’s being populated with content 

 DEC Open Space Plan being finalized 
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https://www.so-tier.com/


GIS  
 

ESRI Online Portal – See attached press release 
 Link: https://cortland-county-gis-portal-cortlandplanning.hub.arcgis.com/ 

Mapping Projects 
 On-line address assignment process 
 Conservation Easement information 

  
 
Energy 
 
 NYSERDA Clean Energy Communities program  

 Awarded $15,000 Clean Energy Grant – Battery powered landscaping Equipment 
 
 

Mobility 
RFP opening on June 6th, 2024 
 Operation & Management of Cortland County Public Transportation System 

Transportation Advisory Committee 
 Next meeting in July 

RFPs in progress: 
 Rebranding  
 Transportation Facility –Engineering and Design Services 
 Transportation Study 
 Technology  
 Electronic Farebox 

Grant Application:  
 NADTC (National Aging and Disability Transportation Center) Planning Grant (approx. 

$35k)  
RTAP Funded Conferences Attended: 
 Transportation Retreat – Erie PA 
 Community Transportation Association of America - Florida 

 
 

Cortland County Planning Board Meeting – May 15th, 2024 
GML 239 Reviews:  (12 Returned for Local Determination) 
 Town of Cincinnatus - GML # 123.05-01-15.000 

Special Permit, Site Plan Review 
 City of Cortland –55 Tompkins St, LLC/Paul Armideo – GML # 86.74-01-01.000 

Area Variances, Special Use Permit 
 Town of Cortlandville – GML #95.16-02-50.000 & # 95.16-02-43.200 

Lot Line Adjustment, Area Variance, Special Permit, Site Plan Review 
 Town of Cortlandville – Carrols for Burger King - GML # 86.13-01-57.100 & # 86.13-01-

57.200 
Site Plan Review, Area Variance, Special Permit, Subdivision 
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https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcortland-county-gis-portal-cortlandplanning.hub.arcgis.com%2f&c=E,1,Ozy81IEpMoHA4GrrNrRAW0iBuQUkLg1TV3WmnDM42MrZuAEL-fnp3zss-8fKamk_2ZMPdQ-fJ9aq__9DTZez7grh0UaxSpl6-x8VTJrKXjzvcix5NGd7vg,,&typo=1


 
 
 

 
 

 Consultant is conducting municipal leaders interviews  
 Community summit scheduled for June 17th  (Flyer attached) 
 Data from public meetings, focus groups, and homelessness meeting being compiled 

o Identifying trends for concerns, wants, needs, and solutions 
 Transportation, energy, and housing data being compiled 
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Elevate Cortland Community Summit 
The Community Summit is an opportunity to learn more about the initial public feedback, 

key findings, and core themes of the Elevate Cortland Strategic Development Plan. 

Summit Schedule 
10:30-12 PM– Economic & Workforce Development 
Tracy Verrier, MRB Group
12-2 PM– Housing 
Grace Grissett, MRB Group
2-3:30 PM– Open Space & Environment 
Kyle Hatch, EDR 
3:30-5 PM– Connectivity & Coordinated Growth  
Presenter(s) TBD
6-7:30 PM– Public Presentation of Strategic Development Plan
Progress & Direction (Child care will be available on-site)
Sam Gordon, EDR & Tracy Verrier, MRB Group

The event is free to attend and does not require registration in advance. 

Monday, June 17th 2024
 Homer Center For the Arts 

72 S Main St, Homer, NY 13077

Visit, www.elevatecortland.com for more information
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B.  The Workspace Parcel Viewer
This option is more robust. It contains extra
tools for elevation profiles and in-app
drawing. Additionally, this parcel viewer
contains extra layers to enable more in-depth
analysis. It is recommended that this parcel
viewer is accessed through a desktop. 

New Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 
data portal for the county.

Cortland County Planning Department has launched a 

With two options for a parcel viewer:
A.  The Parcel Viewer Instant App
This option is a simple web app that allows
users to explore Cortland County parcels.
Users can both measure distances and print
simple maps. It is lightweight, fast, and
mobile friendly. 

Check back regularly in the GIS data portal as
more content will be uploaded to this frequently!
The data portal will contain all publicly available
data from the planning department, including

interactive web maps, static maps, and
downloadable shape files.

Contact Our Office at:

planning@cortlandcountyny.gov 

or (607) 753-5043
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
MONTHLY REPORT - JUNE 

 
From: Amanda Barber, SWCD Manager        June 6, 2024 

 

AGRICULTURE AND PRIVATE LAND CONSERVATION  
Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) –Staff continue work on the annual Chesapeake Bay best 

management practice (bmp) data entry and verification process.  We submitted a request for funding to continue 

support for cover crops on local farms this fall. Planning assistance continues with some new landowners/ag 

producers. 

 

Agricultural Nonpoint Abatement and Control Program (AGNP) –We continue design work for grants 

funded in Round 28 and 29.  We have a site showing for the final Round 27 project on Friday June 7
th
. One of the 

Round 28 projects is under construction and staff are on-site regularly to monitor progress and perform 

engineering construction checks and oversight.  We are still awaiting landowner approval on a Round 28 design 

before seeking estimates. 

 

Climate Resilient Farming – The RFP was recently released for Round 8 of the Program and we have five 

landowners interested in applying.  We are working through project descriptions and budgets and they will be 

ranked and approved by the Board at their meeting on June 11
th
. We are also still working on projects from 

previous Rounds – everything from contracting to implementation. 

 

COMMUNITY NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AND PLANNING  

Little York Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District (LYLPRD) – Harvesting will begin on the lake June 

10
th
 for the entire week, weather permitting.  We anticipate a return visit for a few days in August as well, 

depending on vegetation growth and species present.   

 

AIS Spread Prevention – We received an award of a grant from NYSDEC to support boat stewards and AIS 

spread prevention activities for another three years in Cortland County.  The focus of this grant will be increasing 

stewarding at Skaneateles Lake and expanding our education and outreach efforts to Song Lake and Melody Lake, 

as well as continuing our efforts at Tully Lake and Little York Lake. 

 

Skaneateles Lake Watershed and Skaneateles Lake 9E Plan – A DRAFT version of the Skaneateles 

Watershed 9E Plan is now available for public review. The draft document and its appendices can be accessed at: 

https://skaneateles9e.cnyrpdb.org/  Comments on this draft plan will be accepted through June 21, 2024. Send 

comments via email to: amckeon@cnyrpdb.org or via mail to: 

Aaron McKeon, Environmental Program Manager 

CNY RPDB 

126 N. Salina Street, Suite 200 

Syracuse, NY 13202 

 

Stream Restoration and Culvert Rehabilitation – We are purchasing materials for the two final projects 

planned for 2024 construction in Virgil Creek watershed.  We are working on a permit and culvert size for a 

replacement project in Freetown. The Grout Brook culvert replacement may be cancelled and funds returned to 
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the state.  We were unable to obtain any quotes for the concrete box culvert.  Companies are unable to meet the 

delivery date required for installation given the design and stream/permit constraints.  County highway has the 

work on Brackel Creek scheduled for August.  We will be issuing an RFP for engineering proposals for the 

McGraw stream corridor stabilization work.  

 

Forestry – We have fencing materials on-hand now to finish planting the large potted stock at the waterworks 

and other city areas. 

  

Our Spring Seedling Sale was successful with over 12,000 seedlings sold directly from the SWCD program and 

over 17,000 more provided from other programs.  That’s 29,000 trees and seedlings planted in the local 

community this year! 

 

CONSERVATION EDUCATION AND PROGRAMS 

A team from Homer Central School won the Cortland County Envirothon on May 13
th
 and competed at the NYS 

Envirothon on May 22 and 23.  They ranked 20
th
 out of 41 teams – a great job for their first time competing! A 

special thanks to Gutchess Lumber facilities for giving a tour to teachers and chaperones, and to all the local 

volunteers who participated over the two day competition. 

 

The 2024 Water Festival was June 1
st
 at the City Waterworks. We had nearly 400 guests sign in and attendance is 

estimated at approximately 600 people.  It was a beautiful day with tons of fun and educational exhibits, displays 

and activities to enjoy.  Understanding and appreciating our water resources is the first step in protecting them! 

We thank all the attendees, volunteers and local staff who make this water education event possible.  Experience 

Cortland was a tremendous help in advertising and helping attendees navigate access with all the local 

construction near the Waterworks.   

 

ADMINISTRATION 

We continue to work our way through contract paperwork for several projects the Statewide Financial System 

(SFS).   
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