
 AG/Planning/Environmental 60 Central Ave. 

  Cortland, NY  13045 

 Committee Meeting http://www.cortland-co.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Thursday, March 9, 2023 10:00 AM Room 302 

  1 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order at 10:00 AM by Committee Chair Beau Harbin 

Attendee 

Name 

Organization Title Status Arrived Departed 

Douglas 

Bentley 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Vice Chair Present   

Beau Harbin Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Chair Present   

Ronald J. Van 

Dee 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Excused   

Paul Heider Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present   

Cathy 

Bischoff 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present  10:20 

AM 

Susan Wilson Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present   

Mitchel 

Eccleston 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Committee Member Present   

Kevin Fitch Cortland County, 

NY 

Chair of the Legislature Present   

Rob Corpora Cortland County, 

NY 

County Administrator Present   

Savannah 

Hempstead 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Clerk of the Legislature Present   

Melanie 

Vilardi 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Deputy County 

Administrator 

Present   

Andrea 

Herzog 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Director of Finance Present   

George 

Wagner 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Board Member Present   

Amanda 

Barber 

Soil & Water 

Conservation 

District 

Director Present   

David 

Rutherford 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Executive Director, 

Cornell Cooperative 

Extension 

Present   

Kim Cameron Cortland County 

Planning Board 

Member Present   

Patricia 

Dawson 

Cortland County, 

NY 

Deputy Clerk of the 

Legislature 

Remote   

Margaret 

Mellott 

Cortland Standard Reporter Remote   

C. Withers   Remote   

Eddie Cortland Voice Reporter Remote   
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Velazquez 

MINUTES 

1. Ag/Planning/Environmental - Special - Feb 2, 2023 4:30 PM  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Douglas Bentley, Committee Vice Chair 

SECONDER: Paul Heider, Committee Member 

AYES: Bentley, Harbin, Heider, Bischoff, Wilson, Eccleston 

EXCUSED: Ronald J. Van Dee 

2. Ag/Planning/Environmental - Committee Meeting - Feb 9, 2023 10:00 AM  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Douglas Bentley, Committee Vice Chair 

SECONDER: Paul Heider, Committee Member 

AYES: Bentley, Harbin, Heider, Bischoff, Wilson, Eccleston 

EXCUSED: Ronald J. Van Dee 

RESOLUTIONS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – Amend 2023 Budget/Authorize Agreement for Outside Counsel 

Mr. Heider MADE A MOTION TO AMEND the resolution to replace "County Administrator" 

with "Chair of the Cortland County Legislature" as the authorized signatory, Mr. Eccleston 

SECONDED THE MOTION, and upon unanimous voice vote of members present; MOTION 

CARRIED. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 3/14/2023 10:00 AM 

MOVER: Paul Heider, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Douglas Bentley, Committee Vice Chair 

AYES: Bentley, Harbin, Heider, Bischoff, Wilson, Eccleston 

EXCUSED: Ronald J. Van Dee 

 

ON MOTION OF HARBIN RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Amend 2023 Budget/Authorize Agreement for Outside Counsel 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature adopted Local Law No. 1 of 2018 which 

established a PILOT Agreement for Commercial Solar Energy Systems in Cortland County and thereafter 

amended that local law with the enactment of Local Law No. 5 of 2020, entitled, “Solar Energy System 

PILOT Law of the County of Cortland, New York”, AND 

 
 WHEREAS, since that time, there have been changes to New York State Real Property Tax Law 

Section 487 and both State and Federal Legislation has focused on encouraging renewable energy, AND 
 
 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature feels that it is in the best interest of the County to 

achieve energy efficiency and renewable energy goals and at the same time be fiscally responsible to all 

taxpayers of the County, AND 

 
 WHEREAS, the County Attorney recommends that the County Legislature engage the services of 

outside counsel specializing in Real Property Tax Law, Payment in Lieu of Tax (PILOT) Agreement 

negotiations, with knowledge and experience concerning the advisability of entering into the same, and 

knowledge of current and pending legislation concerning renewable energy, AND 
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 WHEREAS, the County Attorney recommends engaging the services of Hodgson Russ LLP,  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT  

 
RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature authorizes the Chair of the Cortland County 

Legislature, upon review of County Attorney or designee, to execute and accept the terms outlined in the 

January 27, 2023 correspondence from Hodgson Russ LLP, AND BE IT FURTHER  
 
RESOLVED, that the 2023 Cortland County Budget be amended as follows: 

 
Increase: 
 
A359900  Appropriated Fund Balance  $10,000 

 
A10105.54055  Professional Services   $10,000 
 

, AND BE IT FURTHER 

 
RESOLVED, the Cortland County Legislature be and hereby authorizes payment of said legal 

services up to the amount of $10,000; with said services charged against account A10105.54055.   
 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – Authorize Agreement with Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation 

District 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 3/14/2023 10:00 AM 

MOVER: Douglas Bentley, Committee Vice Chair 

SECONDER: Susan Wilson, Committee Member 

AYES: Bentley, Harbin, Heider, Bischoff, Wilson, Eccleston 

EXCUSED: Ronald J. Van Dee 

 

ON MOTION OF HARBIN RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Authorize Agreement with Cortland County Soil & Water Conservation District 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature created the Special Taxing District known as the 

“Little York Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District” (hereinafter “District”) as of January 1, 2023 

pursuant to Resolution No. 298-21, the same having passed public referendum, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature has designated the Cortland County Soil and 

Water Conservation District as the administrative agent for the District at no cost except for the 

reimbursement for direct costs from said District, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature has approved the budget for the District for the 

2023 fiscal year, AND 

  

 WHEREAS, during the budget process each year the funds for the District are appropriated and 

approved by the Legislature, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature finds that it is in the public's interest to enter into a 

formal agreement with the Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District to permit that entity to 

take necessary steps to effect the plan submitted with the annual budget of the District and approved in 

the current fiscal year County Budget, including entering into contracts in its own name and seeking 

reimbursement from the County upon submission of itemized vouchers, NOW THEREFORE BE IT  
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 RESOLVED, that the County Administrator, upon review and approval by the County Attorney 

or designee, be and hereby is authorized to enter into a contract between the County of Cortland and the 

Cortland County Soil and Water Conservation District for said purposes.   

 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

1. Soil and Water Conservation District Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

2. SPCA Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

ACTION ITEMS 

1. Recommended Changes to the Rules of Order  

After discussion, the committee approved the suggested changes to the Rules of Order 
as highlighted in the attached document.  The proposed committee name to be brought 
to the Government Operations Committee, along with the other proposed changes to the 
Rules of Order is "Agriculture, Planning, Environment and Economic Development 
Committee". 

RESULT: APPROVED [5 TO 0] 

MOVER: Beau Harbin, Committee Chair 

SECONDER: Susan Wilson, Committee Member 

AYES: Bentley, Harbin, Heider, Wilson, Eccleston 

EXCUSED: Ronald J. Van Dee 

AWAY: Cathy Bischoff 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Name, Mission and Statutory Oversight of the Committee  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

2. Options for Amending Solar Local Law  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

3. What is Cooperative Extension? - David Rutherford  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

Prior to adjourning, Legislator Harbin scheduled a Special Agriculture, 
Planning and Environment Committee meeting for the purposes of 
entertaining a resolution for the appointment of a Director of Planning.  The 
meeting is scheduled for March 23, 2023 at 4:30 PM at the Tompkins 
Cortland Community College Extension Center, located at 157 Main Street, 
Cortland, New York. 

ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was closed at 11:07 AM 



 AG/Planning/Environmental 60 Central Ave. 

  Cortland, NY  13045 

 Special http://www.cortland-co.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Thursday, February 2, 2023 4:30 PM Room 302 

  1 

Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 4:30 PM by Committee Chair Beau Harbin 

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Douglas Bentley Cortland County, NY Committee Vice Chair Late 4:42 

PM 

Beau Harbin Cortland County, NY Committee Chair Present  

Ronald J. Van Dee Cortland County, NY Committee Member Excused  

Paul Heider Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Cathy Bischoff Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Susan Wilson Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Mitchel Eccleston Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Rob Corpora Cortland County, NY County Administrator Present  

Savannah 

Hempstead 

Cortland County, NY Clerk of the 

Legislature 

Present  

Kim Cameron Cortland County Planning 

Board 

Member Present  

Margaret Mellott Cortland Standard Reporter Present  

Eddie Velazquez Cortland Voice Reporter Remote  

Discussion Items 

1. Updating the Committee's Name, Focus and Oversight  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

Adjournment 

 The meeting was closed at 5:27 PM 
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 AG/Planning/Environmental 60 Central Ave. 

  Cortland, NY  13045 

 Committee Meeting http://www.cortland-co.org 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Thursday, February 9, 2023 10:00 AM Room 302 

  1 

CALL TO ORDER 

 The meeting was called to order at 10:33 AM by Committee Chair Beau Harbin 

Attendee Name Organization Title Status Arrived 

Douglas Bentley Cortland County, NY Committee Vice Chair Remote  

Beau Harbin Cortland County, NY Committee Chair Present  

Ronald J. Van Dee Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Paul Heider Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Cathy Bischoff Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Susan Wilson Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Mitchel Eccleston Cortland County, NY Committee Member Present  

Kevin Fitch Cortland County, NY Chair of the Legislature Present  

Rob Corpora Cortland County, NY County Administrator Present  

Savannah 

Hempstead 

Cortland County, NY Clerk of the Legislature Present  

Budd Rigg Cortland County, NY Undersheriff Present  

Scott Steve City of Cortland Mayor  Present  

Amanda Barber Soil & Water Conservation 

District 

Director Present  

David Rutherford Cornell Cooperative 

Extension 

Executive Director Present  

Laurie Leonard Cortland County, NY Personnel Officer Present  

Melanie Vilardi Cortland County, NY Deputy County 

Administrator 

Present  

Melissa Potter Cortland County, NY Mobility Manager Present  

Amy Buggs Cortland County, NY Grants Administrator Present  

Kim Cameron Cortland County Planning 

Board 

Member Present  

Andrea Herzog Cortland County, NY Director of Finance Present  

Sandra Price Cortland County, NY Board Member Present  

Rebecca Ireland-

Perry 

Cornell Cooperative 

Extension 

4-H Director Present  

Patricia Dawson Cortland County, NY Deputy Clerk of the 

Legislature 

Remote  

Eddie Velazquez Cortland Voice Reporter Remote  
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MINUTES 

1. Ag/Planning/Environmental - Committee Meeting - Jan 12, 2023 10:00 AM  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Ronald J. Van Dee, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Paul Heider, Committee Member 

AYES: Bentley, Harbin, Van Dee, Heider, Bischoff, Wilson, Eccleston 

RESOLUTIONS 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 1 – Appoint Member to the Transportation Advisory Committee - Planning 

Department 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 2/23/2023 6:00 PM 

MOVER: Mitchel Eccleston, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Paul Heider, Committee Member 

AYES: Bentley, Harbin, Van Dee, Heider, Bischoff, Wilson, Eccleston 

 

ON MOTION OF HARBIN RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Appoint Member to the Transportation Advisory Committee - Planning Department 

 

WHEREAS, Resolution Number 289-19 authorized the formalization of the Transportation 

Advisory Committee as a Citizen’s Advisory Committee, AND  

  

WHEREAS, the Transportation Advisory Committee as a formal subcommittee of the 

Agriculture, Planning, and Environment Committee will consist of a membership from a wide variety of 

community service agencies and government agencies, AND 

 

WHEREAS, the following agencies would best support the transportation system within Cortland 

County, NOW THEREFORE BE IT  

 

RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature appoint the following community service and 

government agency representatives or designee to the Transportation Advisory Committee for a term 

ending December 31, 2025: 

  

NAME AGENCY/CAPACITY TERM ENDING 

Darese Doskal TC3 Representative 12/31/2025 

 

AGENDA ITEM NO. 2 – Reallocate Salary Grade - Director of Planning 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
 
Next: 2/16/2023 10:00 AM 

MOVER: Susan Wilson, Committee Member 

SECONDER: Paul Heider, Committee Member 

AYES: Bentley, Harbin, Van Dee, Heider, Bischoff, Wilson, Eccleston 

 

ON MOTION OF HARBIN RESOLUTION NO.  

 

Reallocate Salary Grade - Director of Planning 

 

 WHEREAS, the Personnel/Civil Service Office has reviewed the salary grade for Director of 

1.2
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Planning in the Planning Department, AND 

 

 WHEREAS, there has been a change to the job duties for this position as reflected in the job 

description, AND 

  

 WHEREAS, it is recommended that the aforesaid position be reallocated from Grade 5 ($79,412-

105,698) to Grade 3 ($91,771-122,148) in the Management Compensation Plan, NOW THEREFORE BE 

IT 

 

 RESOLVED, that the position of Director of Planning is hereby reallocated from Grade 5 to 

Grade 3 effective February 24, 2023. 
 

MONTHLY REPORTS 

1. SPCA Monthly Report  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

2. Mobility Management Update  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

3. Soil & Water Conservation District Update  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

1. Appointments to the Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

2. 11206 : Options for Amending Solar Local Law (Moved to Next Month's Meeting)  

RESULT: TABLED
 
Next: 3/9/2023 10:00 AM 

3. Name, Mission and Statutory Oversight of the Committee  

RESULT: COMPLETED 

4. What is Cooperative Extension? - David Rutherford  

RESULT: TABLED
 
Next: 3/9/2023 10:00 AM 

Proposed executive session for matters leading to the appointment, employment, 
promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a 
particular person or corporation 

It was MOVED by Mr. Harbin, seconded by Mr. Eccleston, and unanimously approved by voice 

vote of members present, to enter into an executive session to discuss matters leading to the appointment, 

employment, promotion, demotion, discipline, suspension, dismissal or removal of a particular person or 

corporation. MOTION CARRIED. Mr. Corpora, Ms. Hempstead, Mr. Steve, and Mr. Rigg were 

permitted to join the executive session. 

 

An executive session was held from 11:10 a.m. to 11:50 a.m., at which time on motion of Mr. 

Harbin, seconded by Dr. Wilson, it was unanimously approved by voice vote to exit executive session. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

 The meeting was closed at 11:50 AM 
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SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
MONTHLY REPORT 

 

From: Amanda Barber, SWCD Manager       March 1, 2023 

 
AGRICULTURE AND PRIVATE LAND CONSERVATION  
Agricultural Environmental Management (AEM) – The Keller barnyard water management and manure storage 

project closeout is complete and the grant close-out is underway.  Winter work includes designs for projects funded under 

the Climate Resilient Farming (CRF) program and Agricultural NPS Control and Abatement (AGNP) program including 

four barnyard water management projects, two prescribed grazing systems, and three stream corridor stabilization 

projects. ARP funds are planned for use in conjunction with state funds on these three stream projects. 

 

The next RFP for CRF is expected soon.  The RFP is expected to include an expanded list of eligible practices which may 

impact our previous evaluation of potential projects. The state has also approved a new guide for assessing cover/flare 

systems for existing manure storages to aid landowners and SWCDs in assessing feasibility. 

 

Staff responded to a milk tanker accident and spill, consulting with emergency response personnel on clean up. 

 

SWCD is cosponsoring two workshops this spring for our ag operators.  The Spring Safety Workshop will be March 

10
th
 to educate farmers and farm workers about safe and proper manure spreading and handling, as well as reviewing 

farm, truck and highway safety rules and regulations.  The CNY Grazing Conference will be March 25
th
 at the NYS 

Grange.  Keynote speaker will be Russ Wilson, a well know grazier, consultant and YouTube personality operates Wilson 

Land & Cattle Company in Tionesta, PA. Panel and other speakers will cover topics on reclaiming and improving existing 

pasture and a farmer panel will discuss direct marketing successes and failures. 

 

Chesapeake Bay Watershed and Upper Susquehanna Coalition – Best management practice (BMP) verification and 

reporting are underway for the Chesapeake Bay TMDL and NY Watershed Implementation Plan progress.  We will be 

visiting nine randomly selected farms to evaluate all installed BMPs for proper operation and maintenance and recertify 

that they meet the original intended purpose and water quality benefit. At least half of our fourteen CAFO operations will 

be visited and all BMPs evaluated and recertified. Twenty other farm landowners have self-installed and reported 

practices requiring verification. In addition, all practices completed in 2022 must be documented and reported into the 

watershed database.  This includes reporting annual practices like acres of conservation tillage, acres of cover crops, acres 

of nutrient management, and the number of animals treated with precision feed management. 

 

COMMUNITY NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AND PLANNING  

Little York Lake Protection and Rehabilitation District – The SWCD Advisory Board met and discussed proposed 

lake management activities.  The consensus of the advisory board was to recommend that the SWCD utilize lake district 

funds appropriated and made available by the county to further SWCD and Little York Lake Preservation Society plans 

for lake management activities.  This would include expenses associated with an update to the lake management plan, 

mechanical aquatic weed harvesting, and an aquatic herbicide application targeted at variable leaf milfoil.  

 

Skaneateles Lake Watershed and Skaneateles Lake 9E Plan – there will be a Watershed Advisory Committee meeting 

on 3/3 to discuss some of the decision points that are fundamental to the 9E Plan, including: target levels for total 

phosphorus in Skaneateles Lake, a possible target for chlorophyll-a levels (and what a reasonable target would be), and to 

discuss management scenarios that can be analyzed using the watershed model to better understand the impact of BMP 

implementation on the targets and to begin to develop management plan goals. 
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Cayuga Lake Watershed – SWCDs will be a featured panel discussion at the Cayuga Lake Watershed Intermunicipal 

Organization (CWIO) monthly meeting on March 22
nd

 highlighting best management practice implementation work in the 

watershed and assistance available from SWCDs. 

 

Stream Restoration and Culvert Rehabilitation – We are continuing design work on identified projects. We are 

awaiting announcement of 2022 WQIP projects since a number of local sites and problem areas were proposed for 

engineering feasibility studies which were planned to support ARP implementation.   

 

We will be finishing assessment of all road/stream crossings in the Upper Tioughnioga River Watershed this year using 

North Atlantic Aquatic Connectivity Collaborative (NAACC) protocols.  Data collected regarding passability/connectivity 

and risk of failure/vulnerability will be used to help to prioritize sites for future implementation and grant applications. 

 

Forestry – Planning work is underway for landowners that have applied for our Upland Tree planting program and Trees 

for Bees project.  There are also opportunities to plant riparian forested buffers throughout the county through various 

programs. Free tree and shrub seedlings may be available for qualifying projects on a limited basis.  Announced deadlines 

have passed, but requests will be considered as long as resources are available. 

 

Our annual Spring Planting Program and Seedling Sale continues through March. A variety of species are available.  Our 

emphasis is on providing native species that are well adapted to our climate and promote and preserve biodiversity. 

Wildlife habitat boxes will again be available this year thanks to the talents of some local woodworkers!  We are offering 

bluebird, bat, kestrel/screech owl, and wood duck boxes.  The sale link is on our website www.cortlandswcd.org  

 

Dwyer Park Community Forest Management Plan - A stakeholders meeting including representatives from the Lake 

Association, Friends of Dwyer Park and Highway Officials was held February 21
st
 to review the draft plan. A public 

presentation of the plan is scheduled for March 23
rd

 at 5 pm in the NYS Grange Building auditorium.   

 

A workshop for local public works officials and others involved in public tree maintenance is being scheduled. It will 

cover basic tree and invasive species identification, pruning and care. Date/time to be announced. 

 

Septic Maintenance – this is the last year for septic maintenance workshops.  We are scheduling workshops throughout 

the county and are looking for locations – please feel free to recommend a site in your community!  These sessions are a 

great way for county homeowners to learn about their on-site wastewater system and qualify for a $100 rebate when they 

perform maintenance on that system within the year. 

 

PROGRAMS AND EDUCATION  
Erosion and Sediment Control 4hr Course - On February 23, 2023 we held a certification course for seventy 

contractors and others who are required to oversee construction activities on sites with NYS SPDES permits. We are 

holding another session on March 23
rd

 for those who were unable to attend due to weather or other scheduling conflicts. 

 

Spring Programs – Ag Day/Week (March 19
th
 -25

th
) will include readings at local schools. For Earth Day (April 22

nd
), 

Arbor Day (April 28
th
), and Soil and Water Stewardship week (April 30

th
 -May 7

th
) we will be partnering with some local 

businesses for special events – stay tuned! Cortland County Envirothon (tentative May 9
th
) will include a special focus on 

climate change. The National event (held after the state event at Hobart & William Smith College) will be in New 

Brunswick, Canada.  The Water Festival (June 3
rd

 ) will be hosted as always by the City of Cortland at the Waterworks 

featuring lots of water related displays, activities and kids games. 

 

ADMINISTRATION  

Board representatives and staff visited Albany at the end of February.  Meetings were held with nine members of the 

legislature to educate them about SWCD programs and discuss issues impacting conservation activities. All eight of our 

annual reports were submitted complete and on time February 15
th
.  Our audit is underway. 

Our new Fiscal Officer will be starting March 13
th
.  All staff are also scheduled to attend training that week at the annual 

Water Quality Symposium in Syracuse. 
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Committee Discussion: 

CURRENT STATUS: 

Proposed Names: 

• Agriculture, Economic Development, Planning, and Environment 

• Agriculture, Planning, and Economic Development 

Proposed Rules of Order changes: Rules of Order Article XII: 12.A. 

Agriculture/Planning/Environmental – Not less than five (5) nor more than seven (7) members who shall oversee:  

County Planning Department, Soil and Water Conservation District, Cornell Cooperative Extension, public transportation, 

Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board, Southern Tier East Regional Planning Development Board, 

SPCA, Industrial Development Agency and Business Development Corporation, and the agency that provides 

promotional and tourism service, and including but not limited to any associated agency. 

Finance and Administration – A seven (7) member Committee shall review the tentative budget filed by the Budget 

Officer and shall consider and recommend appropriations required for all purposes and prepare and report the annual 

estimates for the tax levy.  

The Committee shall oversee:  

The Treasurer’s Office, the Finance Office, Administration Office, Office of the Manager of Audit and Financial Projects, 

the Department of Real Property Tax Services, occupancy tax, Tompkins Cortland Community College (TC3), Industrial 

Development Agency and Business Development Corporation, and the agency that provides promotional and tourism 

service. The Finance and Administration Committee shall serve as the Audit Committee. 

Proposed Committee Mission Statement: 

Our mission is to assist Cortland County move forward with all aspects of economic development, planning, agriculture, 

tourism and more while protecting and preserving our valuable natural resources. This committee shall deal with all 

matters pertaining to 

• Economic growth and industrial development of Cortland County, including all Federal and State grants 

pertaining to economic and industrial development and expansion and assistance for small businesses in 

Cortland County; 

• Comprehensive planning, land use, zoning referrals, environmental management and assistance to local 

governments in Cortland County; 

• Development and promotion of agriculture, extension services, conservation, natural resources, wildlife and 

rural resources; 

• Development and promotion of tourism in Cortland County; 

• Housing and rental assistance programs; 

• Transportation and other mass transit assistance programs; 

• The County Planning Board and Regional Planning Boards, and serve as liaison between the respective Boards 

and the Legislature; 

• The following agencies and departments: County Planning Department, Soil and Water Conservation District, 

Cornell Cooperative Extension, public transportation, Central New York Regional Planning and Development 

Board, Southern Tier East Regional Planning Development Board, SPCA, Industrial Development Agency and 

Business Development Corporation, and the agency that provides promotional and tourism service, and 

including but not limited to any associated agency 
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WHERE WE STARTED: 

Rules of Order Article XII: 12.A. 

Finance and Administration – A seven (7) member Committee shall review the tentative budget filed by the Budget 

Officer and shall consider and recommend appropriations required for all purposes and prepare and report the annual 

estimates for the tax levy.  

The Committee shall oversee:  

The Treasurer’s Office, the Finance Office, Administration Office, Office of the Manager of Audit and Financial Projects, 

the Department of Real Property Tax Services, occupancy tax, Tompkins Cortland Community College (TC3), Industrial 

Development Agency and Business Development Corporation, and the agency that provides promotional and tourism 

service. The Finance and Administration Committee shall serve as the Audit Committee. 

Agriculture/Planning/Environmental – Not less than five (5) nor more than seven (7) members who shall oversee:  

County Planning Department, Soil and Water Conservation District, Cooperative Extension, public transportation, SPCA, 

and including but not limited to any associated agency. 

 

Discussion topics: 

Names in other counties:  

• Economic Development and Planning Committee (Montgomery, Oswego County) 

• Planning and Economic Development (Allegany, Cayuga, Chenango, Onondaga County) 

• Economic Development, Planning, Tourism and Agriculture (Tioga County) 

• Planning, Development and Environmental Quality (Tompkins County) 

• Community Dev. & Natural Resources (Schuyler County) 

• Planning, Development, Agriculture and Tourism (Seneca County) 

 

Oversight statement examples 

Seneca County: “Responsible for Planning & Community Development, Planning Board, Industrial Development Agency, 

Tourism, Federal and State grants, Soil & Water Conservation District, Extension Service, Agriculture Districts, and Finger 

Lakes Regional Airport.” 

Onondaga County: “Agricultural Districts, Office of Economic Development and Associated Boards, Division of 

Community Development, Information Technology, Onondaga County Industrial Development Agency, Onondaga 

County Civic Development Corporation, Trust for the Cultural Resources of Onondaga, County, Syracuse-Onondaga 

County Planning Agency, Central New York Regional Planning and Development Board, Greater Syracuse Property 

Development Corporation, Centerstate CEO, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Visit Syracuse.” 
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Committee Discussion: 

Rules of Order Article XII: 12.A. 

Finance and Administration – A seven (7) member Committee shall review the tentative budget filed by 

the Budget Officer and shall consider and recommend appropriations required for all purposes and 

prepare and report the annual estimates for the tax levy.  

The Committee shall oversee:  

The Treasurer’s Office, the Finance Office, Administration Office, Office of the Manager of Audit and 

Financial Projects, the Department of Real Property Tax Services, occupancy tax, Tompkins Cortland 

Community College (TC3), Industrial Development Agency and Business Development Corporation, and 

the agency that provides promotional and tourism service. The Finance and Administration Committee 

shall serve as the Audit Committee. 

Agriculture/Planning/Environmental – Not less than five (5) nor more than seven (7) members who 

shall oversee:  

County Planning Department, Soil and Water Conservation District, Cooperative Extension, public 

transportation, SPCA, and including but not limited to any associated agency. 

 

Discussion topics: 

Names in other counties:  

• Economic Development and Planning Committee (Montgomery, Oswego County) 

• Planning and Economic Development (Allegany, Cayuga, Chenango, Onondaga County) 

• Economic Development, Planning, Tourism and Agriculture (Tioga County) 

• Planning, Development and Environmental Quality (Tompkins County) 

• Community Dev. & Natural Resources (Schuyler County) 

• Planning, Development, Agriculture and Tourism (Seneca County) 

 

Oversight statement examples 

Seneca County: “Responsible for Planning & Community Development, Planning Board, Industrial 

Development Agency, Tourism, Federal and State grants, Soil & Water Conservation District, Extension 

Service, Agriculture Districts, and Finger Lakes Regional Airport.” 

Onondaga County: “Agricultural Districts, Office of Economic Development and Associated Boards, 

Division of Community Development, Information Technology, Onondaga County Industrial 

Development Agency, Onondaga County Civic Development Corporation, Trust for the Cultural 

Resources of Onondaga, County, Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Agency, Central New York 

Regional Planning and Development Board, Greater Syracuse Property Development Corporation, 

Centerstate CEO, Cornell Cooperative Extension, Visit Syracuse.” 
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Oswego County:  

This committee shall deal with all matters pertaining to: County Departments - Promotion and Tourism, 

Department of Planning and Community Development 

• Economic growth and industrial development of Oswego County, including all Federal and State 

grants pertaining to economic and industrial development and expansion and assistance for 

small businesses in Oswego County; 

• The development and promotion of tourism in Oswego County, including administration of the 

state tourism matching funds program; 

• The Tourism Advisory Council and serve as a liaison between the Council and the Legislature; 

• Comprehensive planning, land use, zoning referrals, environmental management and assistance 

to local governments in Oswego County; 

• The housing and Rental Assistance Programs; 

• The transportation and Mass Transit Assistance programs; 

• The County Planning Board and Regional Planning Board, and serve as liaison between the 

respective Boards and the Legislature; 

• The development and promotion of agriculture, extension services, conservation, natural 

resources, wildlife and rural resources; 

• The following agencies: Operation Oswego County; Industrial Development Agency; Small 

Business Extension Service; the Tourism Promotion and Development Agency; Central New York 

Regional Planning and Development Agency; Central New York Regional Transportation 

Authority and other transportation assistance programs; Environmental Management Council; 

Cooperative Extension, and Soil and Water Conservation District. 
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ON MOTION OF KEVIN FITCH  RESOLUTION NO. 252-20 
 

Local Law 5 of 2020 – a Local Law to Amend Local Law 1 of 2018, a Local Law Establishing a 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) Agreement for Commercial Solar Energy Systems in Cortland 

County, New York 
 
 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature adopted Local Law 1 of 2018 on August 23, 2018 
which established a (PILOT) Agreement for Commercial Solar Energy Systems in Cortland County, 
AND 
 
 WHEREAS, the Cortland County Legislature's Agriculture/Planning/Environmental Committee 
has recommended revisions to said Local Law, AND 
 
 WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on August 27, 2020 before the Cortland County 
Legislature, AND 
 
 WHEREAS, said Local Law has been in its final form upon the desks of the Cortland County 
Legislature at least seven (7) calendar days exclusive of Sunday, prior to this date, NOW THEREFORE 
BE IT 
 
 RESOLVED, that Local Law “I” of 2020 - a Local Law to Amend Local Law 1 of 2018, a Local 
Law Establishing a Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) Agreement for Commercial Solar Energy Systems 
in Cortland County, New York be and is hereby enacted as follows: 
 

 
§1.  Title 
 
This Local Law may be cited as the “Solar Energy System PILOT Law of the County of Cortland, New 
York.” 
 
§2.  Legislative Intent and Purpose 
 
This Local Law is adopted to ensure that the benefits of the community’s solar energy resource are 
available to the entire community, by promoting the installation of solar energy generating equipment 
through a payment-in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT), granting reduced costs to system developers and energy 
consumers, and providing a revenue stream to the entire community. 
 
§3.  Authority 
 
This Local Law is adopted under the authority granted by: 

1. Article IX of the New York State Constitution, §2(c)(8), 
2. New York Statute of Local Governments, §10(5), 
3. New York Municipal Home Rule Law, §10(1)(i) and (ii); §10(1)(a)(8), and 
4. New York Real Property Tax Law §487(9). 

 
§4.  Definitions 
 
1. “AC” means alternating current. 

 
2. “Annual Payment” means the payment due under a PILOT Agreement entered into pursuant 
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to Real Property Tax Law §487(9), as the same may be amended, superseded or replaced. 
 

3. “Annual Payment Date” means January 1st of each year for the duration of the PILOT 
Agreement. 

 
4. “Capacity” means the manufacturer’s nameplate capacity of the Solar Energy System as 

measured in kilowatts (kW) or megawatts (MW) AC. 
 

5. “Owner” means the owner of the property on which a Solar Energy System is located or 
installed, or their lessee, licensee or other person authorized to install and operate a Solar 
Energy System on the property. 

 
6. “Residential Solar Energy Systems” means a Solar Energy System with a nameplate 

generating capacity less than 50 kW AC in size, installed on the roof or the property of a 
residential dwelling (including multi-family dwellings), and designed to serve that dwelling. 

 
7. “SBL number” means the Section-Block-Lot tax map number. 

 
8. “Solar Energy Equipment” means collectors, controls, energy storage devices, heat pumps 

and pumps, heat exchangers, windmills, and other materials, hardware or equipment 
necessary to the process by which solar radiation is (i) collected, (ii) converted into another 
form of energy such as thermal, electrical, mechanical or chemical, (iii)stored, (iv)protected 
from unnecessary dissipation and (v) distributed.  It does not include pipes, controls, 
insulation or other equipment which are part of the normal heating, cooling, or insulation 
system of a building.  It does include insulated glazing or insulation to the extent that such 
materials exceed the energy efficiency standards required by New York law. 

 
9. “Solar Energy System” means an arrangement or combination of Solar Energy Equipment 

designed to provide heating, cooling, hot water, or mechanical, chemical, or electrical energy 
by the collection of solar energy and its conversion, storage, protection and distribution. 

 
§5.  PILOT Required 
 
1. The owner of a property on which a Solar Energy System is located or installed (including 

any improvement, reconstruction, or replacement thereof), shall enter into a PILOT 
Agreement with the County consistent with the terms of this Local Law except for: 
 
a.) Residential Solar Energy Systems; and 

 
b.) Solar Energy Systems that do not seek or qualify for an exemption from real property 

taxes pursuant to Real Property Tax Law §487(4) as the same may be amended, 
superseded or replaced. 

 
2. The Lessee or licensee of any owner of a property required to enter into a PILOT Agreement 

by this section, which owns or controls the Solar Energy System, may enter into the PILOT 
Agreement on behalf of the owner of the property. 
 

3. Any owner or developer of a solar energy system that meets the requirements under Real 
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Property Tax Law § 487 (4) MUST notify the Cortland County Real Property Tax Office and 
the Cortland County Treasurer via certified mail of its intent to construct a solar energy 
system. Upon receipt of any notification from an owner or other person of intent to install a 
Solar Energy System, the Real Property Tax Office by certified mail shall immediately, but 
in no case more than sixty (60) days after receipt of the notification, notify the owner or other 
person of the mandatory requirement for a PILOT Agreement pursuant to the terms of this 
Local Law. 

 
4. Nothing in this Local Law shall exempt any requirement for compliance with state and local 

codes for the installation of any solar energy equipment or a solar energy system, or 
authorize the installation of any solar energy equipment or a solar energy system.  All solar 
energy systems must file a Real Property Tax Exemption application pursuant to Real 
Property Tax Law §487, as the same may be amended, superseded or replaced, to receive a 
tax exemption. 

 
5. The Annual Payments under the PILOT Agreement shall not exceed the amounts that would 

otherwise be payable but for the exemption under Real Property Tax Law §487 as the same 
may be amended, superseded or replaced. 

 
§6.  Contents of PILOT Agreements 
 
1. Each PILOT Agreement entered into shall include: 

 
a.) The name and contract information of the Owner or other party authorized to act upon 

behalf of the Owner of the Solar Energy System; 
 

b.) The SBL number for each parcel or portion of a parcel on which the Solar Energy System 
will be located; 
 

c.) A requirement for fifteen successive annual payments, to be paid commencing on the first 
Annual Payment Date after the effective date of the Real Property Tax Exemption 
granted pursuant to Real Property Tax Law §487 as the same may be amended, 
superseded or replaced; 
 

d.) The Capacity of the Solar Energy System, and that if the Capacity is increased or 
increased as a result of a system upgrade, replacement, partial removal or retirement of 
Solar Energy Equipment, the annual payments shall be increased or decreased on a pro 
rata basis for the remaining years of the Agreement; 
 

e.) That the parties agree that under the authority of Real Property Tax Law §487, as the 
same may be amended, superseded or replaced, the Solar Energy System shall be 
considered exempt from real property taxes for the fifteen (15) year life of the PILOT 
Agreement; 
 

f.) That the PILOT Agreement may not be assigned without the prior written consent of the 
County, which consent may not be unreasonably withheld if the Assignee has agreed in 
writing to accept all obligations of the Owner, except that the Owner may, with advance 
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written notice to the County but without prior consent, assign its payment obligations 
under the PILOT Agreement to an affiliate of the Owner or to any party who has 
provided or is providing financing to the Owner for or related to the Solar Energy 
System, and has agreed in writing to accept all payment obligations of the Owner; 
 

g.) That a Notice of this Agreement may be recorded by the Owner at its expense, and that 
the County shall cooperate in the execution of any Notices or Assignments with the 
Owner and its successors; 
 

h.) That the Annual Payment for Solar Energy Systems with a Capacity of 1 MW or any part 
therefore shall be $7,000.00 per MW of Capacity or a tenth thereof; 
 

i.) That the Annual Payment shall escalate one and one half percent (1½%) per year, starting 
with the second Annual Payment; 
 

j.) That if the Annual Payment is not paid when due, that upon failure to cure within thirty 
(30) days, the County may cancel the PILOT Agreement without notice to the Owner, 
and the Solar Energy System shall thereafter be subject to taxation at its full assessed 
value. 
 

k.) In addition, if the Annual Payment is not paid when due, a late fee equal to twelve 
percent (12%) of the amount due shall be assessed on an annual basis until paid in full. 

 
§7.  Severability 
 
Should any provision of this Local Law be declared by the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of this Local Law as a whole or any part thereof other than the part so 
decided to be unconstitutional or invalid. 
 
§8.  Effective Date 
 
This Local Law shall be effective upon its filing with the Secretary of State in accordance with the 
Municipal Home Rule Law, and shall apply to all solar energy systems constructed 
 
STATE OF NEW YORK )  SS: 
COUNTY OF CORTLAND ) 
 
 This is to certify that I, the undersigned, Clerk of the Cortland County Legislature, have compared the foregoing copy 
with the original now on file in this office, and that the above actions were passed by the Cortland County Legislature on the 27th 
day of August, 2020and that the same is a correct and true transcript of such actions taken.  
  

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand  
and the official seal of the CORTLAND COUNTY  
LEGISLATURE, this 27th day of August, 2020. 
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Solar Law Discussion 

Notification clause 

Current language:  
Any owner or developer of a solar energy system that meets the requirements under Real Property Tax 
Law § 487 (4) MUST notify the Cortland County Real Property Tax Office and the Cortland County 
Treasurer via certified mail of its intent to construct a solar energy system. Upon receipt of any 
notification from an owner or other person of intent to install a Solar Energy System, the Real Property 
Tax Office by certified mail shall immediately, but in no case more than sixty (60) days after receipt of 
the notification, notify the owner or other person of the mandatory requirement for a PILOT Agreement 
pursuant to the terms of this Local Law. 
 
https://codes.findlaw.com/ny/real-property-tax-law/rpt-sect-487.html 

Town of Cortlandville, NY / Part II: General Legislation, Chapter 130, Solar Energy System Pilot, 130-5.C. 

Pursuant to Real Property Tax Law § 487(9)(b), the Town of Cortlandville hereby expresses its ongoing 
intent to require a contract for PILOT for such solar energy systems, and this chapter shall be considered 
notification to owners or developers of such systems and no further action is required on the part of the 
Town of Cortlandville with respect to the notification requirements by the Town of Cortlandville as set 
forth in Real Property Tax Law § 487(9)(a). 

Who represents the County when handling these PILOTS? 

Current local law is not clear who negotiates for the County when a solar company comes directly to the 

county 

Possible options: 

• County Attorney 

• County Administrator 

• Directors of Planning or Real Property 

• Cortland County IDA 

Considerations: 

• Experience in working with PILOT agreements 

• Authority provided by the local law 

• Overall workload and timing to handle these 

• Guidance on when Legislature would like to see 

Example from Cortlandville, 130-6.H 

The Town of Cortlandville Town Board may establish by resolution the payment amount and terms of 

PILOT agreements and/or community host agreements by developers of solar energy systems with the 

Town of Cortlandville or may delegate to the Cortland County Industrial Development Agency the 

authority to negotiate such agreements on behalf of the Town of Cortlandville. 
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