
 

Cortland County Judiciary 
& Public Safety 

Committee 
Committee Meeting 

~ Minutes ~ 

60 Central Ave. 
Cortland, NY 13045 

www.cortlandcountyny.gov 

 
Thursday, February 12, 2026 9:00 AM Room 302 

 
Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 09:00 AM by Committee Chair Sandra Price. 

 1. Roll Call 
 
PRESENT: Legislator Douglas Bentley, Legislator Cathy Bischoff, Legislator Mitchel 

Eccleston, Legislator Christopher Newell, Legislator Jason Prentice, 
Minority Leader Sandra Price 

ABSENT:  
EXCUSED: Legislator Eugene Waldbauer 
 
 

OTHERS PRESENT:  

Kevin Fitch Chair of the Legislature 

Savannah 
Hempstead 

Clerk of the Legislature 

Michael Ponticiello County Administrator 

Michael Cardinale Assigned Counsel 

Kevin Jones Public Defender 

Nicholas Lundberg County Coroner 

Mark Helms Sheriff 

Scott Roman Director of the Department of Emergency Response & Communications 

Courtney Metcalf Deputy Director of the Department of Emergency Response & 
Communications 

Patrick Perfetti District Attorney 

Julie Parker Director of Probation 

//www.cortlandcountyny.gov


Laurie Leonard Personnel Director 

Trish Hansen T.L.C. 

David Butler T.L.C. 

Kevin Whitney Cortland County Fire Commissioner 

Chief Robert 
Pitman 

Homer Police Chief 

Dustin Contri State Fire Instructor 

William McGovern Legislator 

Ron VanDee Legislator 

Ashley Millard Deputy Clerk of the Legislature (Remote) 

Kim Cameron  Cortland County Resident 

Nicole Compton Executive Assistant to the County Attorney (Remote) 

Andrea Herzog Director of Finance (Remote) 

Jeri DuVall Chief Assistant County Attorney (Remote) 

Donald Chu Resident (Remote) 

Approval of Minutes 

 1. January 8, 2026 Judiciary & Public Safety Committee Minutes 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

Resolutions 

ON MOTION OF SANDRA PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 1.  
 

Authorize Agreement with Axon Justice Premier Plus - Public Defender 
 

WHEREAS, the County was awarded and has already received block grant funds from the 
Division of Criminal Justice Services for the State’s Aid to Defense for Discovery Reform Program in 
the amount of $129,309.00 and supplemental block grant funds in the amount of $127,983.00, for a total 
of $257,292.00; AND  
  

WHEREAS, the Grant Award Notice specifically states: “This funding must be used to support 
public defense services and expenses related to discovery reform implementation, including, but not 
limited to, digital evidence transmission technology, administrative support, computers, hardware and 
operating software, data connectivity, development of training materials, staff training…”; AND 

 
  WHEREAS, AXON is a company that provides digital evidence management and storage; 



AND 
  
WHEREAS, the Cortland County District Attorney’s office, the New York State Police, the 

Cortland City Police Department, and the SUNY Cortland University Police Department currently use 
Axon for video/digital evidence gathering; AND  

  
WHEREAS, AXON has agreed to provide such services to the Cortland County Public 

Defender’s Office at a cost of $72,229.60 for five years, January 1, 2026 – December 31, 2030; NOW 
THEREFORE BE IT 

  
RESOLVED, that the County Administrator, upon review and approval by the County Attorney 

or her designee, be and hereby is authorized to sign the AXON Justice Premier+ contract, as discussed 
above, for the period from January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2030 for a cost of at the rate of 
$72,229.60 for the period of January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2030; AND BE IT FURTHER  

  
RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature hereby authorizes the Director of 

Finance to amend the 2026 Cortland County Budget as follows: 
 
Increase: 
      A117055.43389                    Other Public Safety State Aid           $72,229.60 
 
      A117055.54015                     Maintenance Agreements                 $72,229.60 
  
  
RESULT: APPROVED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Legislator Christopher Newell 
SECONDER: Legislator Mitchel Eccleston 
AYES: Douglas Bentley, Cathy Bischoff, Mitchel Eccleston, Christopher Newell, 

Jason Prentice, Sandra Price 
NAYS: None 
EXCUSED: Eugene Waldbauer 
ABSENT:  

ON MOTION OF SANDRA PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 2.  
 
Appoint Member to the Cortland County Jury Board/ Louis Fulmer Supreme Court Law Library 

 
          WHEREAS, it is required pursuant to Article 16, Section 503a, 1 of Judiciary Law that one 
Legislator be appointed to the Cortland County Jury Board; AND 
 
          WHEREAS, a seat is designated for a County Legislator as Trustee for the Louis H. Folmer 
Supreme Court Law Library; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
 
         RESOLVED, that Sandra Price, of 1189 Church Street, Cortland, NY 13045, is hereby appointed 
to the Cortland County Jury Board, as the Legislative Representative, for a term commencing 
immediately and ending December 31, 2027; AND BE IT FURTHER 
 



        RESOLVED, that Sandra Price is hereby appointed as the Legislative Representative and sitting 
Trustee for the Louis H. Folmer Supreme Court Law Library for a term commencing immediately and 
ending December 31, 2027. 
 
   
RESULT: APPROVED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Legislator Christopher Newell 
SECONDER: Legislator Jason Prentice 
AYES: Douglas Bentley, Cathy Bischoff, Mitchel Eccleston, Christopher Newell, 

Jason Prentice, Sandra Price 
NAYS: None 
EXCUSED: Eugene Waldbauer 
ABSENT:  

ON MOTION OF SANDRA PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 3.  
 

Accept and Authorize Emergency Services Information (ESI) Grant Award - Department of 
Emergency Response & Communications 

 
WHEREAS, the New York State Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services 

(NYS DHSES) has awarded the Cortland County Department of Emergency Response and 
Communications an Emergency Services Information Network 911 Grant (ESI) grant for FY2026 in the 
amount of $689,655 resulting in no new county costs, in support of strengthening 911 operations; AND 

             
WHEREAS, the grant performance period for the ESI grant is January 1, 2026 to December 31, 

2030; NOW THEREFORE BE IT  
  
RESOLVED, that Cortland County Department of Emergency Response and Communications is 

hereby directed to expend the grant funds according to the stated grant guidance; AND BE IT FURTHER 
  
RESOLVED, that the 2026 budget is amended as follows: 
  

  Current Change Revised 
 

 INCREASE REVENUE BUDGET: 
A302043.43306.ESI       DHSES Grant                          $0                  $0                   $689,655 

   
 INCREASE EXPENDITURE BUDGET: 

A30205.52015.ESI        Dept Specific Equipment          $0                 $0                   $689,655 
   
 ; AND BE IT FURTHER  

  
RESOLVED, that the County Administrator, upon review and approval by the County Attorney 

or designee and subject to appropriation of funding, be and hereby is authorized to sign the grant contract 
with the New York State Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Services at an amount not to 
exceed $689,655; AND BE IT FURTHER  

  
RESOLVED, the Director of Finance shall carryover all unused grant funds to the subsequent 



year(s) budget covered by the grant, per the approved grant agreement.   
RESULT: APPROVED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Legislator Mitchel Eccleston 
SECONDER: Legislator Christopher Newell 
AYES: Douglas Bentley, Cathy Bischoff, Mitchel Eccleston, Christopher Newell, 

Jason Prentice, Sandra Price 
NAYS: None 
EXCUSED: Eugene Waldbauer 
ABSENT:  

ON MOTION OF SANDRA PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 4.  
 

Appoint Probation Director - Probation Department 
 

WHEREAS, Cortland County has a current vacancy for the position of Probation Director; 
AND 
  

WHEREAS, Legislators Sandy Price, Cathy Bischoff and Keith VanGorder, County 
Administrator Michael Ponticiello and Personnel Officer Laurie Leonard conducted interviews and 
offered a recommendation for this appointment; AND 

  
WHEREAS, the County Legislature has received the recommendation for the appointment 

of __________________ as Probation Director; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
  
RESOLVED, that the Cortland County Legislature does hereby appoint _______________ as 

Probation Director at an annual salary of $_______ (Grade 6, Step __, Management Compensation 
Plan, competitive class, full-time) effective March 30, 2026.  

It was MOVED by Ms. Bischoff, seconded by Mr. Prentice, and unanimously approved by voice 
vote of members present, to enter into an executive session to discuss matters leading to the appointment 
of a particular person. MOTION CARRIED. 

  
An executive session was held from 9:42 a.m. to 9:52 a.m., at which time on motion of Mr. 

Prentice, seconded by Mr. Eccleston, it was unanimously approved by voice vote to exit executive 
session. 
 
RESULT: APPROVED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Legislator Christopher Newell 
SECONDER: Legislator Jason Prentice 
AYES: Douglas Bentley, Cathy Bischoff, Mitchel Eccleston, Christopher Newell, 

Jason Prentice, Sandra Price 
NAYS: None 
EXCUSED: Eugene Waldbauer 
ABSENT:  



Discussion Items 

Monthly Reports 

 1. Assigned Counsel Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

 2. Public Defender Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

 3. Department of Emergency Response & Communications Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

 4. Probation Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

 5. Coroner Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 09:53 AM. 
  



CORTLAND COUNTY ASSIGNED COUNSEL OFFICE 
CORTLAND COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING, SUITE B27 
60 CENTRAL AVENUE, CORTLAND NY 13045 
 
MICHAEL R. CARDINALE  ADMINISTRATOR 
STEPHANIE A. OLIVER  ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE ADMINISTRATOR 
ALEXANDER MERKEL  INFORMATION PROCESSING CLERK 
JADELYN PHILLIPS  CASE MANAGER 
ELLEN WEBB   ILS DATA OFFICER                      TELEPHONE: 607-428-5459 

FACSIMILE:  607-428-5458 
E-MAIL: ACP@CORTLANDCOUNTYNY.GOV 

 

3
6 After Hours 18B PD
2 Jan-26 13 10

Dec-25 11 7
Nov-25 17 9

64 Oct-25 14 10
Sep-25 11 13

Felonies 12 Aug-25 19 9
Misdemeanors 25 Jul-25 23 20
Violations 6 Jun-25 15 14
Infractions 0 May-25 16 14
Appeals 0 Apr-25 34 8
Subtotal 43 Mar-25 17 14
Total 107 Feb-25 18 16

NOT After Hours 18B PD
22 Jan-26 15 21

Dec-25 13 18
Felonies 6 Nov-25 22 10
Misdemeanors 42 Oct-25 15 27
Violations 6 Sep-25 21 39
Infractions 0 Aug-25 18 29
Appeals 0 Jul-25 16 21
Subtotal 54 Jun-25 21 26
Total 76 May-25 24 16

Apr-25 22 21
Assigned by AC 76 Mar-25 14 25
Assigned by Courts 11 Feb-25 13 17

87

1,492,232.44$    

784,789.95$       

JPS MEETING - JANUARY, 2026 REPORT

PD ASSIGNMENTS

CONFLICTS

DENIALS
COUNSEL AT FIRST ARRIAGNMENT

Incomplete Application

Financially Ineligible
Case Type

Family Court
Criminal Court

Criminal Court
Family Court

TOTAL PD CASES ASSIGNED

Total

ILS RATE INCREASE REIMBURSEMENT MONEY RECEIVED

ILS HURRELL-HARRING GRANT MONEY RECEIVED

01/01/2025-1/31/2026:

Since Inception:

 



















February 2026 

911 

• Staffing – 2 FT openings 
o Approximately 50 applications for 2 spots 
o 2 conditional offers extended 

• EMS response concerns still remain an issue 
• Radio Microwave upgrade – scheduled for Summer of 2026 
• Switching third party notifications of emergency incidents 
• Accreditation is progressing 
• Expanding our policy program to include  
• ESI Net grant award 

 

Emergency Management 

• Preliminary award on Federal Grant for County wide Hazard mitigation plan update 
• Panic Button System & cell phone app being configured with initial rollout to 911 and Mental 

Health, then to other County facilities.  
• Assisting Chenango County in the development of their radio system.  
• Flood mitigation equipment is arriving from the State.  
• SUNY Cortland intern for the 2026 spring semester.  

 

Fire Service 

• County Chiefs meeting well attended 
• County Fire Advisory Board members sworn at January meeting 
• NERIS changes effecting all Fire departments 
• Using NYS State Office of Fire Prevention & Control for Fire investigations  
• Still supporting repairs to radios under grant funding 

 

22 West Court 

• Awaiting on County IT to move 911 related servers from COB 



PROBATION STATISTICS 2026  

CRIMINAL COURT 

  Jan Feb March April May June July August Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Year 20’ 25 26 25  25  25  25  25  25  25  25  25  25  25  
On 
Probation 

350 332 344  344  337  339  334  329  332  327  329  334  335  

Reports 
Completed 

21 32 24  19  16  16  29  27  22  24  37  42  11  

 

                                                                                                                           FAMILY COURT 

 Jan Feb March April May  June July August Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Year 20’ 25 26 25  25  25  25  25  25  25  25  25  25  25  
Adult 
Probation  

18 10 17  15  14  14  12  11  11  11  9  9  10  

Youth 
Probation 

17 8 11  16  15  15  10  10  10  5  5  6  6  

PINS in 
Diversion 

28 21 32  32  31  32  30  30  26  22  22  20  22  

JD in 
Diversion 

4 5 2  5  5  5  1  1  1  1  4  8  7  

Reports 
Completed 

0 3 1  0  0  1  0  3  0  1  1  0  2  

 
TOTAL ON PROBATION ALL COURTS and receiving Diversion Services:   

2025 – Jan. 417, Feb. 406, March 412, April 392, May 395, June 387, July 381, Aug. 370, Sept. 366, Oct. 343, Nov. 349, Dec. 351 

2026 – Jan. 376 

RELEASED TO ATI (Pre-trial): 
 
2025 – Jan. 60, Feb. 60, March 60, April 47, May 50, June 49, July 51, Aug.51, Sept. 56, Oct. 57, Nov. 58, Dec. 55 
 
2026 – Jan. 48 
 
 
 



Cortland County Coroner 
 

2026 Death Report 
 

January 
 Deaths-6 

    Autopsies-2 
 
 

February 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 

March 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 

April 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 
 
 

May 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 
 

June 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 
 

July 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 
 

August 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 
 
 

September 
Deaths- 

Autopsies-  
 

October 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 
 
 

November 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 
 

December 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 
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