
 

Cortland County Judiciary 
& Public Safety 

Committee 
Committee Meeting 

~ Minutes ~ 

60 Central Ave. 
Cortland, NY 13045 

www.cortlandcountyny.gov 

 
Thursday, January 8, 2026 9:00 AM Room 302 

 
Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Committee Chair Sandra Price. 

Roll Call 
 
PRESENT: Legislator Douglas Bentley, Legislator Cathy Bischoff, Legislator Mitchel 

Eccleston, Legislator Christopher Newell, Legislator Jason Prentice, 
Committee Vice Chair Eugene Waldbauer, Committee Chair Sandra Price 

ABSENT:  
EXCUSED:  
OTHERS PRESENT:  
Kevin Fitch Chair of the Legislature 
Savannah 
Hempstead 

Clerk of the Legislature 

Michael Ponticiello County Administrator 
Michael Cardinale Assigned Counsel 
Anita Ribiero Chief Assistant Public Defender 
Nicholas Lundberg County Coroner 
Chad Burhans  Undersheriff 
Brian Riccardi County Coroner 
Mark Helms Sheriff 
Scott Roman Director of the Department of Emergency Response & Communications 
Courtney Metcalf Deputy Director of the Department of Emergency Response & 

Communications 
Patrick Perfetti District Attorney 
Julie Parker Director of Probation 
Beau Harbin Legislator 
Trish Hansen T.L.C. 
Morgan Spaulding Grants Administrator 
William McGovern Legislator 
Ronald J. Van Dee Legislator 
Ashley Millard Deputy Clerk of the Legislature (REMOTE) 

//www.cortlandcountyny.gov


Kim Cameron  Cortland County Resident 

Approval of Minutes 

 1. December 4, 2025 Judiciary & Public Safety Committee Minutes 
 
RESULT: APPROVED 

Resolutions 

ON MOTION OF SANDRA PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 1.  
 

Abolish Senior Dispatcher and Create Dispatcher - Department of Emergency Response & 
Communications 

 
WHEREAS, the needs of the agency will be better served by abolishing one position of 

Senior Dispatcher and creating one position of Dispatcher; AND 
  

WHEREAS, the Judicial and Public Safety Committee recommends the abolishment and 
creation of these positions; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
  

RESOLVED, that one position of Senior Dispatcher (Grade 8, $30.0693-$43.6210, DOERC 
CSEA Unit 1000, competitive class, full-time, 40 hours/week with benefits) be abolished effective 
February 1, 2026; AND BE IT FURTHER 
  

RESOLVED, that one position of Dispatcher (Grade 6, $28.5007-41.3455/hr, DOERC 
CSEA Unit 1000, competitive class, full-time, 40 hours/week with benefits), be created with 
approval to fill on February 1, 2026.   
RESULT: APPROVED (7 TO 0) 
MOVER: Legislator Christopher Newell 
SECONDER: Legislator Jason Prentice 
AYES: Douglas Bentley, Cathy Bischoff, Mitchel Eccleston, Christopher Newell, 

Jason Prentice, Eugene Waldbauer, Sandra Price 
NAYS: None 
EXCUSED:  
ABSENT:  

ON MOTION OF SANDRA PRICE AGENDA ITEM NO. 2.  
 

Appoint Members - Traffic Safety Board 
 
            WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 43 §1672 of Vehicle and Traffic Safety Laws, Local Law 
No. 4 for the Year 1971 of the Cortland County Legislature established a Cortland County Traffic 
Safety Board; AND 
  
            WHEREAS, Local Law No. 3 for the Year 1978 amended Local Law No. 4 for the Year 
1971 and established the membership of the Board is appointed by the Cortland County Legislature; 



AND 
 
            WHEREAS, there is a need to appoint and remove members to be in compliance with Article 
43 §1672 of Vehicle and Traffic Safety Laws and the By Laws of the Cortland County Traffic Safety 
Board; NOW THEREFORE BE IT 
  
            RESOLVED, that the following members be and hereby are appointed to serve the terms as 
listed below: 
 

Name Capacity/Organization Address Term Expiration 
Mark DuPaull  SUNY Cortland 

University Police Chief 
4 Pashley Drive, 
Cortland, NY 13045 

12/31/2028 

Jason Cawley Captain, New York State 
Police 

1850 Dryden Rd., 
Homer, NY 13077 

12/31/2028 

Jennifer Hillman CCHD Injury Prevention 
& Traffic Safety 
Coordinator 

18 Hickory Park Rd., 
Cortland, NY 13045 

12/31/2028 

Valerie Kaiser NYS Department of 
Tranportation Rep. 

3 Chestnut Street, 
Cortland, NY 13045 

12/31/2028 

 
; AND BE IT FURTHER  
   
          RESOLVED, that Melissa Potter and Cheyenne Cute be and hereby are removed as members 
from the Traffic Safety Board. 
   
RESULT: APPROVED (7 TO 0) 
MOVER: Legislator Christopher Newell 
SECONDER: Legislator Mitchel Eccleston 
AYES: Douglas Bentley, Cathy Bischoff, Mitchel Eccleston, Christopher Newell, 

Jason Prentice, Eugene Waldbauer, Sandra Price 
NAYS: None 
EXCUSED:  
ABSENT:  

Discussion Items 

Monthly Reports 

 1. Department of Emergency Response and Communications Monthly Report  
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

 2. Coroners Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

 3. Assigned Counsel Monthly Report 
 



RESULT: COMPLETED 

 4. District Attorney Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

 5. Public Defender Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: APPROVED 

 6. Probation Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

 7. Sheriff's Department Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

 8. TLC Monthly Report 
 
RESULT: COMPLETED 

Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:56 a.m. 
  





January 2026 

911 

 Staffing – 2 FT openings 

o Working on filling openings 

o Abolish create 

 EMS response concerns still remain an issue 

 Radio Microwave upgrade – scheduled for Summer of 2026 

 Switching third party notifications of emergency incidents 

 Accreditation is progressing; initial visit was November 14.  

 

Emergency Management 

 RAVE alert mailing done for the town and village of Marathon.  

 Exploring an emergency alerting program for County employees 

 Assisting Chenango County in the development of their radio system.  

 Flood mitigation equipment is arriving from the State.  

 

Fire Service 

 NERIS changes effecting all Fire departments 

 Using NYS State Office of Fire Prevention & Control for Fire investigations  

 Still supporting repairs to radios under grant funding 

 

22 West Court 

 Awaiting on County IT to move 911 related servers from COB 

 HVAC warranty issues; working with vendor for repairs 



911 calls – November 2025 

 



Administrative calls – November 2025 

 











Cortland County Coroner 
 

2025  Death Report 
 

January 
 Deaths-9 

    Autopsies-4 
 
 

February 
Deaths-6 

Autopsies-3 

March 
Deaths-7 

Autopsies-1 

April 
Deaths-6 

Autopsies-3 
 
 

May 
Deaths-7 

Autopsies-4 
 

June 
Deaths-6 

Autopsies-5 
 

July 
Deaths--9 

Autopsies--5 
 

August 
Deaths-5 

Autopsies-2 
 
 

September 
Deaths 4 

Autopsies 2 
 

October 
Deaths--4 

Autopsies--4 
 
 

November 
Deaths--4 

Autopsies--2 
 

December 
Deaths- 

Autopsies- 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Deaths for---2024---86--Autopsies 28                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         



Cortland County Office of the Coroner 
54 Greenbush Street 
Cortland, NY 13045 

(607) 753-5123 
 

Bryan M. Riccardi                                                                                 Denise L. Bushnell 
         Coroner                                                                                                                                        Coroner  

2025 Overdose Death Statistics 

 
Date of Death Gender Type of Drug Ethnicity 

01/09/2025-04         Male Fentanyl, Cocaine,    Cauc.   (58) 
  Methamphetamine  
    

02/09/2025-05     Female Fentanyl, Xylazine,  Cauc.   (38) 
  Morphine, 

Methamphetamine 
 

    
04/28/2025-13     Male Fentanyl, 

Methamphetamine 
    Cauc.   (65) 

    
05/29/2025-17      Male Fentanyl, Xylazine, 

Methylphenidate 
    Cauc.  (41) 

    
07/06/2025-17       Female Cocaine, Venlafaxine, 

Hydroxyzine, Lamotrigine 
  Cauc.  (52)  

    

07/18/2025-18       Male Fentanyl,  Morphine Cauc.  (35) 
    

12/09/2025-27       Female  pending     Cauc.   (30) 
    
    

           
    
    
    

 



Cortland County Office of the Coroner 
54 Greenbush Street 
Cortland, NY 13045 

(607) 753-5123 
 

Bryan M. Riccardi                                                                                 Denise L. Bushnell 
         Coroner                                                                                                                                        Coroner  

2025 Suicide Death Statistics 

 
Date of Death Gender Means Ethnicity 

02/08/2025 Male  (47) Ligature Hanging Cauc. 
    

        05/05/2025          Male  (93)          GSW Cauc. 
    

06/14/2025           Male (30)    Ligature Hanging Cauc. 
    

06/18/2025         Female   (82)        GSW             Cauc, 
    

       07/19/2025          Male              Cauc, 
    

11/28/2025           Male  (36)         GSW              Cauc, 
    

    
    

    
    
    

           
    
    
    

 



Cortland County Coroner 
 

2025  Death Report 
 

January 
 Deaths-9 

    Autopsies-4 
 
 

February 
Deaths-6 

Autopsies-3 

March 
Deaths-7 

Autopsies-1 

April 
Deaths-6 

Autopsies-3 
 
 

May 
Deaths-7 

Autopsies-4 
 

June 
Deaths-6 

Autopsies-5 
 

July 
Deaths--9 

Autopsies--5 
 

August 
Deaths-5 

Autopsies-2 
 
 

September 
Deaths 4 

Autopsies 2 
 

October 
Deaths--4 

Autopsies--4 
 
 

November 
Deaths-4 

Autopsies-2 
 

December 
Deaths-6 

Autopsies-4 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Deaths for---2024---86--Autopsies 28                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         



CORTLAND COUNTY ASSIGNED COUNSEL OFFICE 
CORTLAND COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING, SUITE B27 
60 CENTRAL AVENUE, CORTLAND NY 13045 
 
MICHAEL R. CARDINALE  ADMINISTRATOR 
STEPHANIE A. OLIVER  ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE ADMINISTRATOR 
ALEXANDER MERKEL  INFORMATION PROCESSING CLERK 
JADELYN PHILLIPS  CASE MANAGER 
ELLEN WEBB   ILS DATA OFFICER                      TELEPHONE: 607-428-5459 

FACSIMILE:  607-428-5458 
E-MAIL: ACP@CORTLANDCOUNTYNY.GOV 

 

3
4 After Hours 18B PD
0 Dec-25 11 7

Nov-25 17 9
Oct-25 14 10

90 Sep-25 11 13
Aug-25 19 9

Felonies 16 Jul-25 23 20
Misdemeanors 20 Jun-25 15 14
Violations 5 May-25 16 14
Infractions 0 Apr-25 34 8
Appeals 0 Mar-25 17 14
Subtotal 41 Feb-25 18 16
Total 131 Jan-25 16 4

NOT After Hours 18B PD
15 Dec-25 13 18

Nov-25 22 10
Felonies 12 Oct-25 15 27
Misdemeanors 29 Sep-25 21 39
Violations 6 Aug-25 18 29
Infractions 0 Jul-25 16 21
Appeals 0 Jun-25 21 26
Subtotal 47 May-25 24 16
Total 62 Apr-25 22 21

Mar-25 14 25
Assigned by AC 62 Feb-25 13 17
Assigned by Courts 5 Jan-25 17 23

67

1,492,232.44$    

784,789.95$       

Criminal Court
Family Court

TOTAL PD CASES ASSIGNED

Total

ILS RATE INCREASE REIMBURSEMENT MONEY RECEIVED

ILS HURRELL-HARRING GRANT MONEY RECEIVED

01/01/2025-12/30/2025:

Since Inception:

JPS MEETING - DECEMBER, 2025 REPORT

PD ASSIGNMENTS

CONFLICTS

DENIALS
COUNSEL AT FIRST ARRIAGNMENT

Incomplete Application

Financially Ineligible
Case Type

Family Court
Criminal Court

 



Jan 2024 Jan 2025 Feb 2024 Feb 2025 Mar 2024 Mar 2025 Apr 2024 Apr 2025 May 2024 May 2025 June 2024 June 2025
Fel-County & City 24 25 16 22 19 28 31 40 35 36 13 23
Misd City 28 27 17 30 23 22 30 28 27 29 26 23
Misd County 35 40 35 40 36 38 52 42 40 35 29 51
Violations City 10 1 9 8 12 9 7 19 16 31 11 24
Violations County 2 8 5 6 12 6 1 5 2 9 3 13
Sealed Indictments 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 1 1 1

TOTALS: 99 101 82 106 102 103 123 134 122 141 83 135

Vehicle and Traffic 271 262 208 140 223 262 404 182 344 193 313 347
DWI's 11 22 10 20 10 24 24 25 15 19 9 15

July 2024 July 2025 Aug 2024 Aug 2025 Sep 2024 Sep 2025 Oct 2024 Oct 2025 Nov 2024 Nov 2025 Dec 2024 Dec 2025
Fel-County & City 25 38 23 18 26 38 17 17 11 31 48 48
Misd City 35 20 42 30 39 25 31 22 19 24 35 30
Misd County 14 38 35 45 43 27 32 39 25 47 55 47
Violations City 10 25 12 21 26 25 21 19 17 21 8 9
Violations County 9 10 3 6 5 3 3 10 4 10 4 2
Sealed Indictments 0 0 1 0 3 0 2 2 0 4 1 3

TOTALS: 93 131 116 120 142 118 106 109 76 137 151 139

Vehicle and Traffic 335 270 301 277 208 227 186 231 287 242 354 191
DWI's 16 13 11 8 23 14 10 21 13 12 27 28

2025 DA Statistics 







PROBATION STATISTICS 2025  

CRIMINAL COURT 

  Jan Feb March April May June July August Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Year 20’ 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 
On 
Probation 

338 350 334 344 326 344 330 337 329 339 338 334 347 329 345 332 351 327 343 329 346 334 344 335 

Reports 
Completed 

19 21 13 24 28 19 22 16 20 16 34 29 26 27 22 22 15 24 23 37 22 42 18 11 

 

                                                                                                                           FAMILY COURT 

 Jan Feb March April May  June July August Sept Oct Nov Dec 
Year 20’ 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 24 25 
Adult 
Probation  

23 18 21 17 21 15 21 14 19 14 20 12 20 11 21 11 20 11 20 9 20 9 18 10 

Youth 
Probation 

10 17 10 11 11 16 11 15 13 15 11 10 10 10 10 10 11 5 14 5 16 6 17 6 

PINS in 
Diversion 

34 28 35 32 33 32 37 31 37 32 36 30 30 30 26 26 26 22 27 22 24 20 28 22 

JD in 
Diversion 

12 4 10 2 10 5 4 5 3 5 7 1 4 1 3 1 3 1 2 4 4 8 4 7 

Reports 
Completed 

1 0 2 1 3 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 3 2 0 2 1 1 1 1 0 0 2 

 
TOTAL ON PROBATION ALL COURTS and receiving Diversion Services:   

2024 – Jan. 417, Feb. 410, March 401, April 403, May 398, June 412, July 411, August 405, Sept. 411, Oct. 413, Nov. 409, Dec. 411 

2025 – Jan. 417, Feb. 406, March 412, April 392, May 395, June 387, July 381, Aug. 370, Sept. 366, Oct. 343, Nov. 349, Dec. 351 

RELEASED TO ATI (Pre-trial): 
 
2024 – Jan. 85, Feb. 84, March 86, April 80, May 95, June 102, July 94, August 101, Sept. 100, Oct. 84, Nov. 83 
  
2025 – Jan. 60, Feb. 60, March 60, April 47, May 50, June 49, July 51, Aug.51, Sept. 56, Oct. 57, Nov. 58, Dec. 55 
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